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PREFACE. 

The kindly feeling with which my former at- 
tempt at Authorship has been received, and I 
may add the reason I have had to believe 
that it has been honoured with blessing from 
God, has led me to attempt another volume. 
Pray with me, dear Christian reader, that God 
may bless it exceeding abundantly above all 
that I can ask or think. 

The Knoll, 
Elgin, 
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I. 

%^t ^iatvA^'famili C&ajjt^ of ^mtm. 

Ver, I— 5S. 

m Abraham Was old, and well 
stricken in age : and the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things. 
And Abraham said unto his eldest 
servant of his house, that ruled over all that 
he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 
thigh: and I will make thee swear by the 
Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the 
earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my 
son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my 
country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son Isaac. 

" And the servant said unto him, Peradven- 
ture the woman will not be willing to follow 

b 
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me unto this land: must I needs bring thy 
son again unto the land from whence thou 
camest ? 

" And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou 
that thou bring not my son thither again. 
The Lord God of heaven, which took me 
from my father's house, and from the land of 
my kindred, and which spake unto me, and 
that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will 
I give this land ; He shall send His angel be- 
fore thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my 
son from thence. And if the woman will not 
be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be 
clear from this my oath : only bring not my 
3on thither again. And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter. 

"And the servant took ten camels of the 
camels of his master, and departed ; for all the 
goods of his master were in his hand : and he 
arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city 
of Nahon And he made his camels to kneel 
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down without the city by a well of water at 
the time of the, evening, even the time that 
women go out to draw water. 

"And he said, O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, I pray Thee, send me good speed 
this day, and show kindness unto my master 
Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well of 
water ; and the daughters of the men of the 
city come out to draw water : and let it come 
to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say. 
Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may 
drink ; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink also : let the same be she that 
Thou hast appointed for Thy servant Isaac ; 
and thereby shall I know that Thou hast 
showed kindness unto my master. 

" And it came to pass, before he had done 
speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out (who 
was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of 
Nahor, Abraham's brother), with her pitcher 
upon her shoulder. And the damsel was very 
fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man 
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knovm her: and she went down to the well, 
and filled her pitcher, and came up. And the 
servant ran to meet her, and said. Let me, I 
pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 
And she said. Drink, my lord ; and she hasted, 
and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and 
gave him drink. And when she had done 
giving him drink, she said, I will draw water 
for thy camels also, until they have done drink- 
ing. And she basted, and emptied her pitcher 
into the trough, and ran again unto the well to 
draw water^ and drew for all his camels. And 
the man wondering at her held his peace, to 
wit whether the LORP had made his journey 
prosperous or not 

"And it came to pass, as the camels had 
clone drinking, that the man took a golden ear- 
ring (or, jewel for the forehead) of half a shekel 
weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten 
shekels weight of gold ; and said. Whose 
daughter art thou ? tell me, I pray thee : is 
there room in thy father's house for us to 
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lodge in ? And she said unto him, I am the 
daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which 
she bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto 
him, We have both straw and provender enough, 
and room to lodge in. And the man bowed 
down his head, and worshipped the Lord. 
And he said. Blessed be the LORD God of my 
master Abraham, who hath not left destitute 
my master of His mercy and His truth: I 
being in the way, the LORD led me to the house 
of my master's brethren. 

" And the damsel ran, and told tJtem of her 
mother's house these things. And Rebekah 
had a brother, and his name was Laban : and 
Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. 
And it came to pass, when he saw the earring, 
and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when 
he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, say- 
ing, Thus spake the man unto me; that he 
came unto the man ; and, behold, he stood by 
the camels at the well. And he said. Come in, 
thou blessed of the Lord ; wherefore standest 
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thou without ? for I have prepared the house, 
and room for the camels. And the man came 
into the house: and he ungirded his camels, 
and gave straw and provender for the camels, 
and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet 
that were with him. And there was set meat 
before him to eat : but he said, I will not eat, 
until I have told mine errand. And he said, 
Speak on. 

"And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 
And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly ; 
and he is become great : and He hath given 
him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and 
menservants, and maidservants, and camels, 
and asses. And Sarah my master's wife bare 
a son to my master when she was old: and 
unto him hath he given all that he hath. And 
my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt 
not take a wife to my son of the daughters of 
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: but 
thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to 
my kindred, and take a wife unto my son. 
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And I said unto my master, Peradventure the 
woman will not follow me. And he said unto 
me, The Lord, before whom I walk, will send 
His angel with thee, and prosper thy way; 
and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my 
kindred, and of my father's house : then shalt 
thou be clear from this my oath, when thou 
comest to my kindred ; and if they give not 
thee one^ thou shalt be clear from my oath. 
And I came this day unto the well, and said, 

Lord God of my master Abraham, if now 
Thou do prosper my way which I go : behold, 

1 stand by the well of water ; and it shall come 
to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw watery and I say to her. Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink ; and 
she say to me. Both drink thou, and I will also 
draw for thy camels : let the same be the woman 
whom the LORD hath appointed out for my 
master's son. And before I had done speaking 
in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with 
her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went 
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down unto the well, and drew water: and I 
said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. And 
she made haste, and let down her pitcher from 
her shoulder^ and said. Drink, and I will give 
thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she 
made the camels drink also. And I asked 
her, and said. Whose daughter art thou } And 
she said. The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's 
son, whom Milcah bare unto him : and I put 
the earring upon her face, and the bracelets 
upon her hands. And I bowed down my head, 
and worshipped the LORD, and blessed the 
Lord God of my master Abraham, which had 
led me in the right way to take my master's 
brother's daughter unto his son. And now if 
ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, 
tell me : and if not, tell me ; that I may turn 
to the right hand, or to the left. 

"Then Laban and Bethuel answered and 
said. The thing proceedeth from the LoRD: 
we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Be- 
hold, Rebekah is before thee, take her^ and go, 
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and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the 
Lord hath spoken. And it came to pass, 
that, when Abraham's servant heard their 
words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing him- 
self to the earth. And the servant brought 
forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment, and gave them to Rebekah : he gave 
also to her brother and to her mother precious 
things. And they did eat and drink, he and 
the men that were with him, and tarried all 
night ; and they rose up in the morning, and 
he said. Send me away unto my master. And 
her brother and her mother said, Let the dam- 
sel abide with us a few days, at the least ten ; 
after that she shall go. And he said unto 
them. Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath 
prospered my way ; send me away that I may 
go to my master. And they said. We will 
call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. 
And they called Rebekah, and said unto her. 
Wilt thou go with this man } And she said, 
I will go." 




II. 

(he long extract from God's Word, 
contained in the last chapter, has 
explained to you with what object 
Abraham sent his servant into Me- 
sopotamia, — to seek a bride for his master's 
son. Now my object in sending this little 
book into the world is the same, — to seek a 
bride for my Master's Son. I profess to be 
a servant of the true Father of all the faithful, 
the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; and as Abraham's servant went 
to Rebekah, and in the name, and by the com- 
mand of Abraham, asked her to enter into a 
marriage covenant with Isaac, so I come to 
you, in the name and by the command of 
Abraham's God, and offer you union with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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" Wilt thou go with this Man,'' — the Man 
Christ Jesus ? The question thus put may 
be abrupt and startling; but, nevertheless, a 
more real or genuine offer was never made. 
God helping me, I will tell you more about 
Jesus and His offer presently ; but I open my 
book to you with this statement, — that no 
matter what you have been or what you are, 
if you will accept Jesus, Jesus will accept you. 
Only let God hear you say what Abraham's 
servant heard kebekah say,— -arid this very in- 
stant, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health. His people to be 
your people, and His God your God, — Christ 
is yours, and you are His. " They called Re- 
bekahf and said unto her^ Wilt thou go with 
this man : and she said, I will go'* By the 
power of the Holy Ghost, may you answer as 
she did. 

In commencing to speak or write on spiritual 
subjects, an oppressive feeling is often on me : 
not only personally painful, but paralysing, — 
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so paralysing that it seems to hinder the full 
expression of much that I would say. I know 
that if God teaches me (and I have His pro- 
mise that, if I ask Him, He will), truth will 
go fortji from me, whenever I speak or write 
in His name, of more value than a thousand 
worlds, — truth that is bread for the living, and 
life for the dead ; but I also know that, as it 
was in the days of Moses, so it is too likely to 
be now, — the word preached will not profit 
multitudes, not being mixed with faith in them 
that hear it, (Heb. iv. 2.) 

If you, oh reader, are an unsaved man, 
or an unsaved woman, there is that in this 
little book of mine of more value to you than 
health, or wealth, or honours, or father, or 
mother, or children, or wife, or even your own 
life ; it contains an offer to you, which if ac- 
cepted, will bring you into union with One 
who is able to supply every need you have, 
not for this world only, but for eternity. In 
His treasury are good things which it has 
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not entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, — and amongst these good things, He 
is Himself the Pearl of great price, the rich- 
est Treasure amongst them all : and not only 
these treasures, but Himself also^ He offers 
you, if you will take Him. Oh wilt thou 
not go with this M'an ? At present you 
are without Christ, and if without Christ, then 
Satan, the god of this world, is leading you 
with blinded eyes down the broad road that 
leads to destruction; you have "no hope," and 
are "without God in the world." (2 Cor. iv. 4, 
and Eph. ii. 12.) You may have temporal 
comforts, and temporal hopes : you may even 
have some false spiritual hopes; but, for all 
that, there is no creature out of hell more poor, 
more needy, more miserable than you are. 
You may have much temporal goods laid up 
for many years, but any day your soul may be 
required of you ; and what will it profit you, 
though you have gained the whole world, if 
you have lost your own soul.^ When this 
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world is over it will signify little to you 
what portion you had of its good things; 
but when it is passed, it will signify a great 
deal to you where you spend the eternity 
on which you must then enter. Believe it, or 
not, there is an eternity before you ; and unless 
you acquaint yourself now with God, unless 
you believe in His offers of pardon, and mercy, 
and love : unless you believe in the offer He 
makes you of His Son, and, believing it, ac- 
cept it, you must spend that eternity with the 
devil and his angels. This may seem to you 
dreamy and unreal; and the feeling that it will 
too surely appear so to very many who read 
these pages, is the feeling which I meant 
when I spoke just now of personally painful 
and paralysing feelings. It is awful to see 
men rushing headlong to destruction, reject- 
ing the counsel of God against themselves; 
but, reject it or not, what I tell you is the 
truth of God, and I do ask and beseech you, 
as you would not at the last be found a 



\ 
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sinner against your own soul, to give this 
book diligent, careful, and above all, prayer- 
ful consideration. The Bereans searched the 
Scriptures daily, to see whether the things 
spoken by Paul were so: therefore^ says the 
Holy Spirit, many of them believed. May 
the same Spirit put it into your heart to act 
like the Bereans. (Acts xvii. ii.) 

Before Rebekah could by any possibility 
have been prevailed upon to leave her father's 
house, and start with Abraham's servant on 
that unknown wilderness journey, there was 
one thing of which she must have been per- 
fectly satisfied. What was it } Think for a 
moment, — ^what was absolutely necessary for 
Rebekah to believe, before she would for one 
instant entertain the proposition made her.? 
Rebekah required to be fully persuaded in 
her own mind that there was such a person as 
Isaac. 

Rebekah was suddenly invited to forsake all 
that she had, — old ways, old faces, old places. 
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old customs, old connections: father, mother, 
brother, home, relations, friends, all were to be 
abandoned : and she was asked to start on a 
long and wearisome journey, to be the bride 
of one she had never seen, on the assurance 
of his servant that he was blessed of God, and 
would be a blessing to her. Now I say she 
would require at least to be persuaded that 
Isaac was a really existent person, before she 
would even listen to any such proposal. But 
Rebekah had no doubt about it ; though she 
had never seen him, she had no more doubt of 
the existence of Isaac than she had of her own 
existence; nay more, it is evident from her 
whole conduct that she not only believed him 
to be a real person, but also believed all the 
good of him which his faithful servant had 
told her : and this faith it was which enabled 
her to break at once from old habits and old 
ties : to leave her father's house, and face the 
wilderness journey. ** And they called Re- 
bekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with 
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this man? And she said^ I will go '^ (Gen. 
xxiv. 58.) 

Now, reader, as it was with Rebekah, so it 
is with you. As Abraham's servant asked her, 
so I ask you to give yourself to One whom 
you have never seen. I will presently try 
and tell you of the love of Him with whom 
I ask you to go: and pointing out, as I 
may be enabled, the blessedness of the offer, 
and the madness past expression of rejecting 
it, urge you with all my might to do as did 
Rebekah ; but unless you listen to what I say 
with as much faith as enables you to believe 
that the offer is real, — that there literally is 
such a Person as Jesus Christ, — that if you 
now accept Him and start on your journey to 
go to Him, the hour will surely arrive when 
your own eyes will see Him, and your own 
ears hear His voice of welcome, — my labour 
will be in vain. " Without faith^' says the 
Scripture (Heb. xi. 6), "/V is impossible to 
please Him ; for he that cometh to God mtist 
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believe that He is^ and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him!' Now, 
though the Scripture declares that thus much 
faith at least is absolutely necessary to salva- 
tion, for that without it, it is ** impossible to 
please Him" how many are there who would 
think it most uncharitable to say they were 
not Christians ; yet who have never examined 
themselves whether they have this faith, — 
who have never examined whether they have 
as much faith as enables them to believe that 
there really is such a Person as Jesus Christ 

*^ Examine yourself ." Perhaps you will find 
more in what I have just said than at first sight 
may appear to you. A man will be a Chris- 
tian just so far as he thinks it worth his while; 
or, in other words, if a man is not a Christian, 
it is because he is an unbeliever in the fact 
that, as sure as the Bible is true, there is no- 
thing on earth so profitable as Christianity. 
" Godliness," says the Scripture, " is profitable 
for all things;" and if a man believes in Jesus 
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Christ as a Reality — as the Son of God and as 
the Son of Man, having all power, — and as so 
loving him that He will exercise all His power 
for his good, — that man will love Jesus, and, 
forsaking all that he has, will go to Him ; but 
a man will care nothing about Jesus unless he 
really believes that " He is!' 

Again. You cannot go to Jesus unless you 
forsake all that you have. Rebekah had but 
one choice — to forsake all that she had, or to 
give up Isaac. It was impossible for her to 
remain in her father's house, and at the same 
time go to Canaan. All that she had formerly 
lived for and delighted in must be renounced 
and left behind, or she could not become the 
bride of Abraham's son. And so it is with 
you. If you would have Christ, your father, 
your father's house, and the other things in 
which you have hitherto found your only de- 
light must be given up. By nature the devil 
is your father, the world your father's house, 
and the indulgence of the flesh that in which 
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you seek your pleasure. Now you cannot go 
to Christ unless you resist the devil, crucify the 
flesh, and come out from the world. It is true 
in one sense you go to Christ before you com- 
mence doing any of these things, and from the 
moment you do go you are safe. Rebekah 
may have been considered to have given her- 
self to Isaac from the moment she said, "/ 
will go*' and from that moment Abraham was 
pledged to do all in his power to take care of 
her; but the *' I will go'' of Rebekah implied a 
determination on her part to renounce all that 
hindered. It was an absolute necessity indeed 
that she should, for if she did not, she might 
promise what she pleased, but she neither 
could or would ever go to Isaac. 

With you, reader, it is now as it was then 
with her. Rebekah is the type of every sinner 
who passes from death to life. As she was cal- 
led on to give up all that she had for Isaac, so 
are you now called on to give up all that you 
have for Christ. Every necessary preparation 
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has already been made to insure you a success- 
ful journey, and you have only to say, "/ will 
gol' and to start in the strength of Him who 
offers you His Son, and nothing shall be too 
hard for you, or harm you. The world, the 
flesh, and the devil will most certainly fight 
against you ; but as your day, so shall your 
strength be. The way may be long and 
weary, perhaps grievous, and often painful, 
— sometimes very painful ; but the end is cer- 
tain. Having escaped every danger and over- 
come every enemy, as Isaac brought Rebekah 
into his mother's tent, so shall you be brought 
with gladness and rejoicing into the King's 
palace. Look not at the cross then, but keep 
your eye upon the crown. It was for the joy 
set before Him that Jesus endured the cross 
and despised the shame ; and He sets the same 
motive before His invited bride. With His 
own lips He has said, — "To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with Me on My 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am sat 
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down with My Father on His throne." Wilt 
thou go with this Man ? 

Lastly. If you accept Christ, remember it 
is NOW that He offers Himself. You have no 
security that He will ask you to-morrow, or 
the next day, or a month hence. He asks you 
to-day, and if you accept Him He is yours for 
ever ; but refuse Him to-day, and to-morrow 
you may be in hell, or hardened. 

I believe Rebekah's family to have been 
thoroughly wordly people. T believe the sight 
of the bracelets and the ear-rings was as 
weighty a reason as any with Laban for asking 
Abraham's servant to his house at all (Gen. 
xxiv. 30), and with all their profession of belief 
that the thing proceeded from the Lord, he and 
his mother certainly tried to put a hindrance 
in the way of Rebekah ; which our natural re- 
lations, the world the flesh and the devil, have 
almost always tried to put in the way of every 
sinner professing to go to Jesus, "Z^/ the damsel 
abide with tis a few days'' (Gen. xxiv. 55.) 
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The faithful servant having told his history 
and asked the family for their answer, we read, — 
" Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said. 
The thing proceedeth from the Lord : we can- 
not speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Re- 
bekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let 
her be thy master's son's wife, as the Lord hath 
spoken." This answer fully satisfied the ser- 
vant, and so we find that when he heard these 
words " he worshipped the Lord, bowing him- 
self to the earth." He then ate and drank, 
which he had refused to do until he had told 
his message and got his answer. After that 
he retired for the night, full of faith on the 
promise made him. In the morning he rose 
up, and his first recorded words are, — " Setid 
me away unto my master J* 

What then must have been his astonishment 
when her brother and her mother said, — ** Let 
the damsel abide with tis a few days^ at the 
least ten : after that she shall go " ? How ear- 
nest, how energetic is his answer, — ^^ Hinder 
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me not, seeing the Lord hath prospered my way ; 
send me away that I may go to my master ^ 

Reader, I believe there are multitudes on 
multitudes now in hell, and multitudes on 
multitudes with whom the Holy Spirit will 
never strive again on earth, who have lost 
their souls, after having made up their minds 
to go with Christ, through putting off their 
departure for these ten days. Something once 
happened to them — no matter what, — a sick- 
ness, a death, a sermon, a conversation with a 
godly friend, — and God made that something 
His messenger to convey His offer of Jesus. 
The offer was thought of, dwelt upon, enter- 
tained. The poor sinner, like Laban and 
Bethuel, was constrained to say, — "The thing 
proceedeth from the Lord;" he was awed, 
solemnized ; he could not refuse, and he de- 
termined that let him have to give up who or 
what he might, he would forsake it all, and 
accept and go with Jesus. 

In the moment that determination was made 

d 
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the Holy Ghost said, — "Now;" and in the 
same instant the world, and the things that 
bind to the world, cried — " Not NOW." You 
shall go, — you must go, — we would not hinder 
you altogether ; but do not go this moment : at 
least stay long enough to put your worldly af- 
fairs in order, and to bid them farewell who are 
of your father's house. ''Abide with tis a few 
days, at the least ten : after that you shall go^ 

Abraham's servant would not listen to such 
a proposal, neither will God the Spirit. ^'Hinder 
me not'' is His cry ; and if you will not go with 
Him now^ He will leave you where you are, and 
go without you. If He does. He will go away 
grieved, and He may never come back again. 
As Rebekah answered for herself however, so 
must you. And your reply must be straight- 
forward. — God asks you if you will accept 
Christ, and the only answer He will receive is 
"Yes, or No." "And they called Rebekah, and 
said unto her. Wilt thou go with this man.? 
She said, I will go." What do you say } 




III. 
t %obt of ^xbi—§w Sltr|^e«. 



HAVE come to you in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and I ask you, — 
"Wilt thou go with this Man?" 
Do not say you will not, until you 
have heard what I have to say about Him. 

St. Paul says to the Corinthians, — " Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christy that though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that ye through His poverty might be 
rich!' (2 Cor. viii. 9.) The Corinthians KNEW 
THIS, but then the Corinthians to whom St. 
Paul wrote were converted people ; they had 
been taught by the Holy Ghost to know what 
no man could either find out or believe for 
himself, — the love of Christ ' If you are an 
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unconverted man you know nothing of that 
grace which led the Lord Jesus, though He~ 
was rich, yet for your sake to become poor. 
Paul had gone amongst the Corinthians, seek- 
ing a bride for his Master's Son. He told 
them of His love : the Holy Ghost blessed the 
words spoken by Paul, and many of them be- 
lieved. I will, God helping me, try and tell 
you what Paul told the Corinthians, and may 
the same Spirit that taught and blessed him, 
teach and bless me also. 

The grace of God ! The love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! Wherever he went it was a 
wonderful tale that Paul had to tell ; and from 
Paul's days to our own, wherever God's mes- 
sengers go, they have the same to tell. To 
the neediest, to the poorest, to the most desti- 
tute of God's creatures this is their message, 
— Jesus Christy though He was rich, for your 
sakes became poor^ that ye through His poverty 
might be rich. 

Reader, I cannot run the risk of letting you 
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pass hurriedly over this message. It is a mes- 
sage from God to you. Look at it word by 
word. "Jesus Christ." Think who Jesus 
Christ is. He who in the beginning was with 
God, and who was God. — He by whom all 
things were made, and without whom nothing 
was made, that was made. — He who the Holy 
Ghost describes as "Rich." What did He 
do ? He became poor. For what ? For your 
sake : that you through His poverty might be 
rich. 

I dwelt much in the last chapter on faith ; 
and I now ask you, — Have you faith to be- 
lieve what you have just read } If you have, 
it will surely dispose you to love Jesus. Many 
people are loved for their riches ; but it must 
be true love indeed that makes a person will- 
ing to become poor himself that he may en- 
rich the object of his love. Yet this did Jesus, 
and for your sake. " Wilt thou go with this 
Man?" 

You know very well what men mean when 



\ 



30 The Love of Christ — His Riches, 

they speak of poverty and riches ; but did you 
ever consider what God means ? Remember, 
God's thoughts are not as our thoughts, and 
that which is highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in His sight. God does not 
consider a man rich or poor according to the 
multitude of the earthly things that he posses- 
seth. To one who thought himself rich He 
said, — " Thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked ; " and to another, 
in the midst of tribulation and earthly poverty, 
— "Thou art rich." (Rev. ii. 9, and iii. 17.) 
God seeth not as man seeth. In passing 
Lazarus at the gate of Dives, how few would 
have thought Lazarus the richer of the two ! 
Yet which was the most truly rich } He who 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day, or the beggar that was 
laid at his gate desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man's table? 
Doubtless, thus put to you, you will answer, 
— ^the beggar. But do you really believe it ? 
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and if you do, what was it that made him 
richer than the rich man ? There can only 
be one answer, — HE HAD GOD. He had no- 
thing else : the Rich man had everything else. 
The Rich man had everything except God ; 
Lazarus had nothing except God: but this 
one possession neutralized the riches of the 
one and the poverty of the other. Lazarus 
has long since entered into the possession of 
the incorruptible inheritance to which he was 
bom heir, when he was born of God the 
Spirit ; while he who in this world had every- 
thing but God, has been begging in vain for 
centuries, and must continue to beg in vain for 
ever, for a drop of water to cool his tongue. 

Carry this with you, dear reader, not only 
while you read this book, but in your estima- 
tion of things through life, — ^that he that hath 
God is rich, and that he that hath not God is 
poor. 

Tlje earliest account in Scripture, both of 
the riches of Christ and the love of Christ, 
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is I think found in the eighth chapter of the 
book of Proverbs. In that wonderful passage, 
from the twenty-second to the thirty-first verse, 
Christ, the Wisdom of God (i Cor. i. 24), con- 
descends to make known to men things con- 
cerning Himself — things that have been from 
everlasting — things which we must receive by 
faith; for while they are beyond our natural 
comprehension, they are things which He has 
revealed, and which we may therefore be sure 
are as true as the Word of God* 

"77^ Lord^'^ the Lord Jehovah, He says, 
^^ possessed me in the beginning of His way^ be- 
fore His works of old, I was set up from ever- 
lastings from tJie beginning, or ever the earth 
was. When there were no depths I was brought 
forth; when there were no fountains abounding 
with water. Before the mountains were settled^ 
before the hills was I brought forth ; while as 
yet He had not made, the earth, nor the fields, 
nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 
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When He prepared the heavens I was there, 
when He set a compass upon the face of the 
depth : when He established the clouds above : 
when He strengthened the fountains of the deep : 
when He gave to the sea His decree, that the 
waters should not pass His commandment: 
when He appointed the foundations of the earth : 
then I was by Him, as One brought up with 
Him : and I was daily His delight, rejoicing 
always before Him: rejoicing in the habitable 
part of His earth ; and My delights were with 
the sons of men!' 

Reader, you have here a summary from His < 
own mouth, of what were the riches, and what 
the love of Christ. Let me speak first of His 
riches. From everlasting — ^whatever that may 
mean, for it is a period that passes our compre- 
hension. Man can understand in a degree, 
^^ without end;'* but he cannot understand 
** without beginning^ But from everlasting 
the Father — ^Jehovah — God had possessed the 
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Son, and the Son the Father. On the night 
on which He was betrayed, Jesus Himself 
addressing the Father, said, — "Thou lovest 
Me before the foundation of the world." And 
so He did. From everlasting. He was ''daily 
His delight^ rejoicing alway before Him!* 

Now God Himself has no greater gift to give 
than the gift of Himself; and the richest man 
in the world is the man that has the most of 
God. Who, then, can conceive what were the 
riches of Christ } Who, then, can conceive of 
what ever had been, and what must ever have 
been the complete, and perfect, and impossibly 
to be increased satisfaction of His every hour, 
and every moment. Never from eternity had 
there been an instant in which He was not the 
well beloved of His Father ; never for a mo- 
ment had He been without God ; the Father 
was with Him always, and the Son was always 
with the Father; from eternity He had been 
by Him, as One brought up with Him ; daily 
His delight, and rejoicing alway before Him. 
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Oh, what could increase the infinite possession 
of the Son ? Surely He had no want. Surely 
in the highest sense it might be said of Him, — 
''He was Richr 

But the passage reveals not His riches only, 
but His love. Oh, how shall I speak of that 
which passeth knowledge } God was the only 
riches of the Son, but not the only object of 
His love. The Father was the object of His 
daily delight, but not the only object in which 
His soul delighted. Notwithstanding His gfreat 
possessions, there was still a want in the heart 
of Christ. Even in the presence of the Father 
there was an unfulfilled desire — a longing 
vehement going out of affection, — His desire 
was towards an object He could not call His 
own, and which not even the Father Himself 
could unconditionally give Him. 

I know that I am now speaking of deep and 
solemn mysteries, for I am speaking of Christ 
and His Church ; yet, while I pray God to set 
a watch upon my lips, and would be vtry 
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careful what I write, I do not fear to say, for 
Scripture says it, and the conduct of the Lord 
has proved it, — that from everlasting another 
object in conjunction with the Father, shared 
the love of the Son, and possessed His heart : 
an object, as He afterwards proved, for the sake 
of which He was willing to come down from 
heaven, and though He was rich to become 
poor ; — that object was, " the sons of men" 

Oh, who can understand the height, and 
depth, and length, and breadth of the revela- 
tion made to us in the short passage I have 
quoted from Proverbs. He who St. Paul calls 
" the Wisdom of God," there reveals to us first 
of all His uncreated and eternal existence with 
the Father : from everlasting daily His delight, 
and rejoicing alway before Him. May be 
however this, though it never could have been 
known without direct revelation to the sons of 
men, might have been known to angels and 
archangels, to principalities and powers in 
high places; but neither angel or archangel. 



The Love of Christ — His Riches. 37 

or any mind that God ever made, could con- 
ceive without direct revelation the wonderful 
truth that follows, — that while the Son was 
the delight of the Father, rejoicing daily be- 
fore Him, the Son was rejoicing not only in 
the Father, but rejoicing in the habitable part 
of His earth, and His ^^ delights were with the 
sons of men^ 

Read the passage, dear reader, I beseech ymi^ 
if you are not intimately acquainted with it, 
or if I have not so expressed myself as to be 
clearly understood. Christ the Wisdom of 
God, the only-begotten Son of the Father,— 
He who by inheritance was sole Heir to all the 
treasures of Jehovah, has declared to us with 
His own lips of truth, that from all eternity, 
as was the Father's love to Him, so was His 
love to the fallen sons of men. 

On the night on which He was betrayed, 
Christ said to His disciples, — " As the Father 
hath loved Me, so have I loved you." They 
were wonderful words, and I once heard a holy 
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man say, that they were harder for him to 
receive with the faith of a little child, than 
any words in all the Bible ; yet Jesus only res- 
peated then what His Spirit had revealed a 
thousand years before, when He dictated to 
Solomon the eighth chapter of Proverbs. 

And now I have to tell of another marvd. 
The sons of men, the objects of Christ's love 
and in whom was His delight, were lost, lost to 
God : so lost that even God Himself could 
not unconditionally give them to His Son. 

By the mere word of His mouth Grod could 
make the worlds ; but by the mere word of 
His mouth God could not give man to Christ, 
God made man originally in His own Image, 
but man sold himself to work iniquity in the 
sight of the Lord, and his sins separated be- 
tween him and his God. Man after the fall 
ceased to belong to Grod ; that is, he was no 
longer God's to deal with as He would. He 
became Satan's lawful captive, and was only 
God's to deal with in justice: that justice 
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handed him over to Satan, and Satan alone 
could deal with him as he would. Satan led 
him captive at his will, and whatever else 
Satan might do with him, he would never wil- 
lingly make him over to the sinless Son of 
, God. God was not only lost to man, but man 
was lost to God ; so that as man was without 
God in the world, God it seemed must be for 
ever without man in heaven. All the created 
wisdom of heaven and hell combined could 
not discover how even God Himself could 
bring back man to God. The only-begotten 
Son of God might love him, and had loved 
him from eternity, but His love could not 
deliver him out of the hand of Satan. In the 
judgment of no created intelligence was it 
possible that the Son of God and the sons of 
men could ever meet in love. As it is now 
in hell, so it seemed to be then on earth — 
between heaven and earth there was a great 
gulf fixed, a gulf impassable not to man only, 
but to God. Man had broken the law of God, 
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and so become debtor to the law ; by the law 
he had been brought before the Judge: the 
Judge had found him guilty, and delivered 
him to the executioner, and the executioner 
had cast him into prison until he should pay 
that debt; and now the Judge, even God^ 
Himself, would cease to be a just Judge, and a 
just God, — or, in other words, cease to be God 
at all, if on any plea whatever. He brought 
him out thence until he had paid the uttermost 
farthing. 

And how fully has the Son proved that, 
even for the sake of His love. He never would 
have asked this of the Father. Is there un- 
righteousness with God ? God forbid. Will He 
deliver the lawful captive unlawfully ? God's 
law was in the heart of the Son, and even His 
love of man gave way before His hatred of 
sin. He could die, but He could not sin for 
man, Satan would have given man to Jesus 
if He would have sinned for him. For a sin- 
gle bow he offered Him the world, but the 
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only reply he got was, " Get thee behind Me, 
Satan!* (Matt. iv. 9, 10.) 

Well did Satan know that this was the one 
thing that the Son of God would not do for 
the fallen sons of men, and on this knowledge 
he felt secure, that as by God's justice they 
were his, the Son would abide alone, and 
he should keep his goods in peace. By the 
law of God they were his property, and cost 
Him what it might, the Son would " magnify 
the laWy and make it honourable!* Who then 
could pluck these lost ones out of Satan's 
hand ? Not even God Himself: for He would 
cease to be a just God the day He became 
a Saviour. 

Assuming these propositions to be correct, 
and that the wisdom of all creation could see 
no further, I would now ask my reader, with 
all reverence, to draw in his mind's eye a pic- 
ture of that scene in heaven, from which the 
Lord Himself has been pleased to lift the veil. 

In the full sunshine and glory of THE Light 



42 The Love of Christ — His Riches. 

which no man can approach unto, stands THE 
Son. At the moment we see Him, He is what 
He "had been from all eternity — daily His 
Father's delight, and rejoicing alway before 
Him. The heart of tlie Father is going out 
towards Him, and in that heart there is but 
one feeling, — " This is My beloved Son in whom 
I ant well pleased'' 

But where is the heart of the Son } To- 
wards the Father truly : still it is evident that 
He is not occupied with the Father exclusively 
and undividedly. The Father is lifting up the 
full light of His countenance upon Him, but 
His Face is not just now towards the Father ; 
there is in it an earnest, longing, loving look, 
but it is directed into the distance. His whole 
attitude is that of one who is gazing on some 
loved and longed-for, yet some very far off 
object We see too between Him and the 
object on which His g^ze is fixed a great gulf, 
— a gulf that seems to every one, even to His 
love, impassable. Angels and devils know His 
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love : but all see the gulf and have no belief 
that even His power can bring His loved ones 
to Himself. 

And who is this that is sharing the heart 
of the Father with the Son, and yet is so 
hopelessly separated from Him ? Hear, oh 
heavens, and be astonished, oh earth, — it is 
those who have rebelled against God — ^who 
have destroyed themselves, and become the 
prey of the mighty — ^those on whom a sen- 
tence of everlasting destruction has been 
passed, — ^they are Satan's lawful captives, the 
lost sons of men. • 

It is eternity! It is a solemn moment in 
eternity. These Two— the Father and the Son 
— are together there in eternity ! 

The eyes and heart of the Father are on the 
Son ; the Son's delights are with the sons of 
men. 

Well do the all-seeing eyes and loving heart 
of the Father follow the eyes and read the 
heart of His Beloved Son. 
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Suddenly the silence of heaven is broken. 
A voice proceedeth from the excellent glory. 
The Father speaks, and the Son who heareth 
Him always, listens. What says God the Fa- 
ther to His only-begotten Son ? ^^Ask of Me^ 
and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine 
inheritance^ and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for Thy possession!' (Psalm ii. 8.) 

Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are His judgments, and His ways 
past finding out. The one thing that seemed 
impossible even for Him to do His wisdom 
has overcome ; and now we know that nothing, 
not even the salvation of many is impossible 
with God. He had said, — '*Ask of Me, and 
I shall give you!' And it matters not what 
may be the apparent obstacle, whatever God 
has once promised we may be quite sure He is 
able also to perform. This promise was given 
to the Son, and once given, it was certain, if 
the Son would ask, that the mind of God had 
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devised means by which He could be **a just 
God and a Saviour^' — means by which He 
could rescue the sons of men from Satan, and 
give to the Son of God " the heathen for His 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession." 

But will the Son ask ? The Almighty God 
is able to make the offer, but will the Son 
accept it? In the moment the scheme of 
redemption was known to the Father it was 
known to the Son also : for they are ONE, and 
have but one mind, and one spirit ; and '^ the 
Father sheweth the Son all things that Him- 
self doeth." (John v. 20.) 

Well did the Son know what the gift entailed. 
It was a gift truly, — a free gift, — but at the 
same time a terrible gift for the acceptance of 
the Son. " Thine they were," says Jesus, "and 
Thou gavest them Me." It was a gift which if 
accepted entailed works : a gift that must be 
purchased with the loss of all that He had. 

It was a hard trial of love. Will the love of 
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the Son endure the trial ? Will He who from 
eternity had been daily His Father's delight, 
consent to go forth from before His presence 
to save the sbns of men ? Thoroughly does 
He know to what He must go forth : the agony 
and the bloody sweat, the cross and passion, 
the death and burial, are all before Him. 
Neither Rebekah, nor you, nor I were ever 
called on to go forth from, or go forth to, what 
He was. Surely He has possession enough. 
Surely for these lost ones He will never leave 
the glory that IJe has with the Father. 

So we should think, so all but Himself 
would think ; but He loved the Sons of men, 
and never love was like unto His love. Many 
waters could not quench it. Love of self could 
not turn it. It was strong as death, and His 
face was set as a flint to ask ; for if He asks 
not He must abide alone, and those whom He 
loves are lost. 

He asks. The covenant is entered into^ 
ordered in all things, and sure ; and God gives 
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the heathen to His Son for an inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for His posses- 
sion. 

Oh reader, to you, to me, to all is the word 
of this salvation sent, and there is now an open 
door for every one of us, by which we may be 
saved ; yet it will not profit^ if it is not mixed 
with faith in those that hear it. It is true that 
as yet we do not see all things put under 
Jesus, but they will be, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken it ; but we see already the 
fruit of His asking : Satan's captives have be- 
come, and are becoming the Lord's freed- 
men ; the heirs of wrath are made the heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ ; and the 
children of the wicked one, wedded to the 
world and sin, the children of God, through 
union with the Lord Jesus. These things we 
see around us, and they are pledges of the 
fulfilment of the promise; and these things 
never could have been unless the Son had 
asked. If He had saved Himself, He would 
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have doomed you and me to everlasting de- 
struction ; but He saved not Himself, that He 
might be able to save us. Wilt thou go with 
this Man ? 

If you have not yet decided, hear before 
you say you will not, what I have still to 
tell you. 





IV. 

^t %abt of Cl^rat — itt l^obtttQ. 

||n the last chapter I tried to show 
what were by natural inheritance 
the riches of Christ He had God. 
He was daily His delight, rejoicing 
alway before Him. I endeavoured to point 
out to you also a little of His love. To show 
you how from all eternity He had loved the 
sons of men; so loved them, that until He 
could call them His, there was to His eye a 
void even in heaven ; so loved them, that with 
all their sin and its penalties upon them. He 
asked them of the Father. Let us now see 
what this love, — this asking cost Him. 

The last passage that we considered left the 
Son in close communion with the Father. He 
had received the promise of the heathen for 
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His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession. What period may 
have elapsed from then, until the time men- 
tioned in the Scripture I am next to bring 
before you, I know not One day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day ; and we are not to seek to 
be wise above what is written ; but it is written 
— ''When the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, m.ade 
under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons!' (Gal. iv. 4.) 

Reader, give ear, I beseech you. The words 
you have just read are "the true sayings of 
God." They are very few, and very simple; 
yet do they contain the revelation of a salva- 
tion which the wisdom of God alone could 
have conceived, and the love of God alone 
have executed. In them is declared by the 
Spirit of God the great mystery of godliness, — 
"God manifest in the flesh." Receive 
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them in their plain and literal fulness, believe 
in them, and rest in them, and they will be 
life and strength to you ; alter them, explain 
them away, or reject them, and good would it 
have been for you if you had never been bom. 

" When the fulness of the time was come," 
that is, when the very best and most suitable 
time for the fulfilment of the promise had 
arrived — " God sent forth His Son." 

"God sent forth His son," — He who had 
been with Him from eternity, never separated 
from Him for an instant, daily His delight, re- 
joicing alway before Him. God sent Him forth. 
Try and conceive not only what must have 
been the love of the Son to come, but the love 
of the Father to send Him. I desire in this 
little book to commend to you the love of 
Christ, and to speak to you of Him, if perad- 
venture as God prospered the way of Abraham's 
servant so He may prosper my way, and I 
may persuade you to go to be bride to my 
Master's Son ; but let no one suppose that I 
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would paint the love of the Father as being 
one whit less than the love of the Son. God 
is love, and there is and ever was the same love 
in the heart of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit — ^three Persons and one God, — to- 
wards the sons of men. 

Wonderful things are spoken of the love 
of the Father. If anything could be more 
amazing than that the Son in His love should 
have asked us of the Father, it is that the 
Father in His love should have given us to the 
Son. And yet He not only gave us, but I 
have Scriptural warrant for saying. He was 
pleased to be asked, and pleased to give us. As 
the Son knew, so the Father knew what the 
gift entailed, and to what He sent forth His 
Son. Before we could be redeemed from the 
curse of the law. His soul must be made an 
offering for sin ; without this, no child of Adam 
could be saved ; and in this strait " it pleased 
the Lord to bruise" not us, but Him. (Isa. 
Hii. ID.) It pleased Him, Man was lost to 
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God, and God loved man; yet unless God 
sent forth His Son to be wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 
man never could have been brought back to 
God. Our sins had placed God, if I may 
so speak, in this position: either to leave us 
to our deserved fate, or to save us at the ex- 
pense of His Son. What did He do ? " God 
so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
"God spared not His own Son, but freely 
gave Him up for us all." Surely, surely the 
love of God, as well as the love of Christ, 
passeth knowledge. They are identical— one 
and the same thing; and he that hath seen 
the Son, hath seen the Father also. No one 
loves us as God loves us: no one loves us 
like Christ Jesus. 

God sent forth His Son, — ^but it was neither 
to instruct archangels, nor to redeem the angels 
who kept not their first estate. "God sent 
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forth His Son, made of a woman,'* As had 
been foretold her by the angel Gabriel (Luke 
i. 26 — 35), the Holy Ghost had come upon 
Mary, and the power of the Highest had over- 
shadowed her, and a " Holy Thing " was to be 
born of her ; that " Holy Thing," says the angel, 
''shall be called the Son of God:' But a Body 
had been prepared Him : the Son of God was 
"made of a woman," and His mother " brought 
forth her first-bom Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the 
inn." (Luke ii. 7.) In the fulness of time God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, and the 
Son of God became the Son of man ! 

Look into the manger at that little helpless 
infant Prophets have desired to do it, and 
wise men journeyed far to do it ; and if you 
will not look, prophets and wise men will rise 
against you in the judgment. Do you recog- 
nize the Babe that lies there } You have seen 
Him before. It is the Son of God. He who 
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from all eternity had delighted in the sun- 
shine of His Father's countenance — He who 
from all eternity had delighted in the sons of 
men. To what has His love brought Him ? 
Look at Him once more. Your heart may 
soften while you look. You remember what 
He was, you see what He is. Could He have 
been richer? Could He become poorer.^ Look 
again : all this was for your sake ; though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might be rich. 
Yes, or No—'' Wilt thou go with this Man f " 

And what was the after life of this little 
Child } Not only was He made man, but "a 
Man of sorrows." Had He been bom heir to 
all the wealth, honour, and earthly comfort 
the world could give, who even then could 
express the depths of His poverty when com- 
pared with the riches He had with the Father; 
but for your sake He became not only poor, 
but poor even amongst the poor of this world. 
He was hungry, and He had no food; weary. 
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and had not where to lay His head* He was 
tempted, falsely accused, often obliged to flee 
from place to place to save His life, reviled, 
buffeted, betrayed, mocked, spit upon, scourged, 
forsaken, and at last closed a life of pain and 
sorrow with a death of shame and agony; 
add to this that He — the only pure, the only 
holy, the only sinless Man in the whole world — 
was doomed to dwell in the midst of ungod- 
liness, and endui'e the continued contraidiction 
of sinners against Himself,^and surely you 
will acknowledge He did indeed become poor. 
Never forget why. I cannot repeat it too of- 
ten, — it was for your sake : that you through 
His poverty might be rich. 

But the Word tells us not only that He was 
"made of a woman," but "made under the 
law!* It tells us why, too : " To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons'* 

Now it is to be remembered that man is not 
the child of God by nature : by nature no man 
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has a right to call God Father. Man is by 
nature a sinner, and God never made a sinner. 
God made man in His own image, perfectly 
pure and holy, and man has only to look into 
his own heart, which is enmity against God, to 
see that he is fallen : that he cannot be what 
God made him. It was the devil made man 
a sinner, and by nature the devil is man's 
father, not God. I know this truth is most 
offensive, but it is truth for all that The Jews 
said to Jesus, — We have one Father, even 
God. "Jesus said unto them, If God were 
your Father, ye would love Me. ... Ye are of 
your father the devil ; " and as were the Jews 
by nature, so are you and I, — ^the children not 
of God, but of the devil. (John viii. 42 — ^44) 
It is because he sinned, and so broke the 
law, that man ceased to be the son of God ; 
for that man only has a right to call God 
Father, who can present Him with a life of 
sinless obedience. But this no man can do, 
"for all have sinned, and come short of the 
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glory of God." Yet the loving heart of Christ 
yearned to bring man back to God, and longed 
to call him "brother, sister;" yea, even by a 
dearer title, — "spouse." (Cant iv. 9.) And 
what did He do to accomplish it.? He was 
" made under the lawl' and being made under 
it, kept it He magnified it and made it 
honourable. Made of a woman, He was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet when Satan 
came to Him he found nothing in Him. He 
was without sin. He came to fulfil the law, 
and He fulfilled it : not one jot or one tittle 
passed away until all was fulfilled. He did 
what no man beside ever did, or ever could do : 
worked out for Himself a perfectly pure and 
sinless righteousness, a righteousness which in 
virtue of its own merits gave to its possessor 
a right and title to enter heaven. 

You remember the great gulf which once 
seemed for ever fixed between God and man. 
This obedience to the law, this righteousness 
that He wrought out, was one of His wondrous 
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plans for making a way across it by which man 
could go to God, and God to man ; and this 
righteousness He has laid up amongst His 
treasures. If you would have God for your 
Father, you must accept Christ ; for it is only 
by union with His Son that you can become a 
child of God : but accept Him, and with Him- 
self He will give you this righteousness ; and 
appearing before God in it, you will appear as 
He does before God, SINLESS. He was made 
under the law that He might redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons. "Wilt thou go with 
this Man ? " 




V. 

[he Son of God has been sent forth 
by the Father, and has become the 
Son of Man* Beyond comprehen- 
sion is the height from which He 
has come down; beyond comprehension the 
depth into which He has descended. As we 
said before of His riches — truly He was rich ; 
so now we can surely say of His poverty — 
truly He has become poor. 

Yet poor as He became as the Son of Man, 
the Son of God must become poorer ; far, far 
poorer, before He can deliver the lawful captives 
of Satan, or make a way across the gulf be- 
tween Him and the sons of men. " The Lord 
God and His Spirit" (Isa. xlviii. i6) had sent 
Him forth, and for the sake of His beloved. 
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He had been " made of a woman, made under 
the law." He had fulfilled the law under 
which He was made: magnified it, and made 
it honourable ; and, as man, worked out a 
perfect and a spotless righteousness. Not need- 
ing this righteousness Himself, it was His to 
give to whom He would, and He had wrought 
it out expressly that He might give it to the 
sons of men. In His righteousness He knew 
that the very vilest of His loved ones appearing 
before God, would for that righteousness sake, 
be counted righteous also ; and He wrought it 
out as a marriage robe,-— a wedding garment 
to have in readiness for His bride: the first 
gift He would present fc her after she had 
accepted Himself 

But now the wedding garment is ready, 
where is the bride } Though Christ has 
righteousness to give, where are those to whom 
He would give it } In legal bondage still : 
still unredeemed, and so still in Satan's keep- 
ing. A gift of righteousness is ready. Christ 
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having kept the law, had become " the end of 
the law for righteousness" (Rom. x. 4); but 
the "great gulf" still remains, and is appa- 
rently as impassable as ever. Sin unexpiated 
and unatoned for, is still upon His loved ones ; 
and though a gift of perfect righteousness will 
give a presence of righteousness y it cannot 
atone for the presence of sin. Sin and its 
curse is on mankind, and until the wages of 
sin are paid, Satan will not give up his captives, 
nor will the law cease her demand, — " Pay me 
that thou owest ! " 

What is to be done ? God had said, — Ask 
of Me, and I will give You the heathen, 
and the Son had asked. In the fulness of 
time God had sent forth His Son; and the 
Son, as man, made under the law, had kept it. 
In virtue of His own sinless obedience, He had 
now a righteousness by the gift of which He 
could make the chief of sinners righteous. It 
was evident to all who desired to look into 
these things, that the wisdom of God had 
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found means to provide righteousness for the 
sinful sons of men. 

But what avails this righteousness while the 
guilt of sin is on man ? Until that is taken 
away, God cannot forgive. Man must remain 
under its curse, and receive its punishment 
God must find a way to make the sinner with- 
out sin, or He can never take him out of the 
hands of Satan, and deliver him a freed man 
to His Son. 

And can God do this } Can He find a way 
to make the sinner sinless.? Eternal life, or 
eternal death are in the question, for if He 
cannot, no flesh can be saved ; still fear not : 
believe only, and in all boldness answer Yes ; 
for has He not said, and shall He not do it ? 
If God could not have saved man. He never 
would have promised the heathen to His Son. 

There is a way, — God has discovered it; 
but oh, into what depths will it sink the Son ! 
My heart fails, and I tremble while I write it 
If He who was made Man for the sons of 
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men would also be made sin for them, — if Christ 
will not only give them His righteousness, but 
take their sins upon Himself, — their sins, so 
that while they appear for His righteousness 
sake before God, righteous ; He should appear 
for their sins sake before God, sin : — their sins 
to bear their guilt, and to suffer their punish- 
ment; then indeed, might the guilty sons of 
men, putting on Him their garments of sin, be 
unclothed and freed from sin, and so made 
free to accept Him, and the righteousness He 
had wrought out for them. The sins of the 
sons of men had brought the Son of God to 
this, that having been made man for them. He 
must also be made sin, or leave them to perish 
for ever. * 

What will He do ? Will "that Holy Thing" 
who was made man, be made sin for the sons 
of men? He. did love us, and His Father 
loved us : they both loved us dearly, but will 
Christ for that love be made sin in the sight of 
God, and will God for our sakes lay sin upon 



66 The Love of Christ — His Poverty. 

the Son ? Let the Holy Spirit answer : — " He 
hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be m^ide the righteousness 
of God in Him!' (2 Cor. v. 21.) 

Christ made man ! Christ made sin ! Reader, 
surely He is poor now. I trust you are remem- 
bering that this was all ioryou: that He might 
be able to make you the offer of Himself. His 
bemg made man passes knowledge; there were 
lengths and breadths of love in it that no heart 
but His own could ever know ; but His being 
made sin, — oh, it is impossible even to try and 
speak about it. His being made man for us was 
as nothing compared to His being made sin. 

Think who He was. " The Lord of Hosts 
is His name."— "Thy Redeemer."— "The Holy 
One of Israel." (See Isa. xliii. 14, and xliv. 6.) 
This was His Name. And as thy Redeemer, — 
God manifest in the flesh, He consented to be 
made sin, that you might be made "the 
righteousness of God in Him." Wilt thou go 
with this Man ? 
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And now in asking you to go with this Man, 
I should like you to be very clear about the 
way in which He is made sin for you, as also 
about the way in which you can be made "the 
righteousness of God in Him ; " for a mistake 
on this point might neutralize His work for 
you, and leave you in Satan's kingdom for 
ever. 

First you have to receive this as a truth, 
and it is a truth whether you receive it or not, 
— ^that if you were judged by the merits of the 
best act you ever performed, there has been 
sin enough in it, when tried by the standard of 
God's law, to condemn you ; you never did a 
single thing in your whole life which in God's 
sight was not full of sin. Now as you never 
did an act in your whole life which was 
righteous in God's sight, so Christ never did a 
single act which was sinful in God's sight. As 
the thoughts of your heart have been and are 
evil— only evil, and that continually, — so the 
thoughts of His heart were holy — only holy. 
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and that continually. The consequence is that 
the life of man, the best man that ever lived, 
brings him in guilty before God, but the life 
of Christ brings Him in righteous before God. 
Now Christ has no need of this righteous 
life for Himself, having by natural right an in- 
heritance in the kingdom of heaven; so that He 
has it as it were amongst His possessions, and is 
at liberty to give it to whom He pleases ; but 
those for whom He wrought it out were not 
only free from righteousness, but had been the 
servants of sin (Rom. vi. 20) : and though the 
obedience of Christ could supply righteous- 
ness, // could never take away sin. What was 
to be done ? Oh, " kiss the Son," and rejoice 
with trembling. He covenanted with the 
Father not only to work out a righteousness 
for us, but to bear our sins in His own body. 
And now He urges us to accept His righteous- 
ness, and invites, yea entreats us to lay our sins 
upon Him. He loves us, and desires us for 
His own. And so not only is He willing to 
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take our sins, but we actually grieve His Holy 
Spirit if we will not lay them on Him ; for un- 
less we accept His righteousness, and lay our 
sins upon Him, we never can be His. 

By the grace of God, and under the teaching 
of His Spirit, a multitude that no man can 
number have laid their sins on Jesus, and in 
this way He has been made sin for them. If 
He is to be made sin for you, you must lay 
your sins on Him. God never saw a sinner 
on earth so loaded with sin as Him who did 
no sin; for sinless Himself, He "bare our 
sins." "The Lord hath laid on Him the ini- 
quity of us all." God made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him." 
Without this His obedience would have avail- 
ed us nothing. Wilt thou go with this Man t 

The Son of God has been made Man for 
us : He has been made sin ; but is even this 
all He has to bear before He can redeem us ? 
Surely we have got to the depths of His 
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poverty now ; surely He can sink no lower ; 
and even if it were possible, surely His love 
can endure no further. Such would be the 
thoughts of every human heart; but how 
little does the human heart know either of 
the requirements of the law, or of the love 
of Christ. Having put His hand to the plough 
will He look back ? Having beg^n will He 
not perfect that which concerneth us? He 
can and does sink lower ^ and His love can and 
does endure it He has been made sin for us, 
and sin of necessity brings with it the curse 
of God. No matter who he is, the man who 
has got sin on him has got God*s curse on 
him. He who now offers Himself to you, and 
who bore all this that He might offer Him- 
self—our precious, blessed Saviour, the Man 
Christ Jesus — ^was no exception. As long as 
His beloved ones were in their sins the curse 
of the law was on them ; but when at His 
invitation they gave themselves to Him, He 
accepted them, as the bridegroom accepts his 
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bride, and took them just as they were. When 
He took them He took their sins, and when 
He took their sins He took their curse. 

God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law ; and He did that which 
God sent Him forth to do, and redeemed 
those God had given Him. But it was by 
taking not their sins only, but their curse. 
Thus saith the Lord, by the mouth of Paul, 
— " Christ hath redeemed us from the ct^rse of 
the laWy being made a curse for us!* (Gal. 

iii. 13.) 

Dear reader, wilt thou go with this Man ? 
If you will not, is it not because you do not 
believe what you are reading ? Again I tell 
you that Christ endured all this that He 
might offer Himself to you : and having en- 
dured it. He does offer Himself. But I also 
again tell you that it will not profit you, un- 
less you receive it into your heart by faith. 
And if it does not profit you it will harden 
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you, and do you injury past telling. It will 
not only kave you as it found you,, with the 
curse of God upon you: but if you reject 
His love, and provoke Him to jealousy, it will 
bring down upon you " the wrath of the Lamb** 

Christ made man : Christ made sin : Christ 
made a curse. Surely salvation is accom- 
plished now. There can be no farther hu- 
miliation: no deeper depth of poverty into 
which the Son of man must descend, before 
He can deliver the lawful captive, and set 
Satan's prisoners free. Again our hearts de- 
ceive us if we think so. Christ has yet more 
to suffer, or the sons of men must remain 
unsaved. 

He has taken our sins, and He who did no 
sin has the curse of sin upon Him. He has 
our sins : He has our curse ; but He has yet 
to endure our punishment Well did the 
precious Saviour know it. On the. night on 
which He was betrayed He said, — " This that 
is written must yet be accomplished in Me, 
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and He was reckoned amongst the trans- 
gressors;" — reckoned not only by man, but 
by God, and receive /rew« both the reward of 
transgression. (Luke xxii. 37.) On that night 
He could say, " The things concerning Me have 
an end." He had been made in our nature, and 
in that nature having fulfilled all righteousness, 
had taken on Himself our guilt and its curse; 
but still He had more to bear. Before He could 
say, '*// is finished^^ He must receive ^^the 
wages of sin!^ 

Dear reader, I am approaching the most 
solemn and mysterious portion of my most 
solemn and mysterious subject. While I pray 
the Holy Spirit to guide me, I will try in what I 
say to keep as closely as possible to the words 
of Scripture. We read in St. John that "Jesus 
knew that His hour was come," — that hour 
foretold seven-hundred years before by Isaiah, 
when God should " make His soul an offering 
for sin;" and we are then told by St Matthew 
that He went to the garden called Gethsem- 
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ane : here He " began to be sore amazed/' — 
whatever that wonderful expression may be 
intended to convey to us, — "and to be very 
heavy." Here His over-charged and well nigh 
broken heart sent the confession of His agony 
to His lips, and He saith to His disciples, — 
"My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death." Here, showing us how we should act 
in time of trial. He leant not on earthly friends 
or human comforters : but, leaving His disci- 
ples at a distance, went alone to His Father. 
Alone with God He fell on His Face, and 
prayed; and how does His prayer discover 
both the intensity of His suffering and the 
perfection of His obedience. " Oh My Father, 
if it be possible let this cup pass from Me : 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 
Here, being in an agony. He prayed yet more 
earnestly, and His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood, falling down to the ground." 

I will not try to expatiate, for I shall only 
weaken. Here He who from all eternity had 



The Love of Christ — His Poverty. 75 

been daily His Father's delight, rejoicing al- 
way before Him, is betrayed by one disciple, 
and forsaken by the remainder. Then laid hold 
of as a common malefactor. He is led away " to 
Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the Scribes 
and the Elders were assembled." Here He 
is buffeted, spit upon, smitten, and by Jewish 
rulers, priests, and people condemned to be 
guilty of death. By them He is then sent to 
Pilate, and by Pilate to Herod. Herod, with 
his men of war, set Him at naught : mock 
Him: array Him in a gorgeous robe: and 
send Him again to Pilate. As a lamb before 
his shearers is dumb, so before Pilate He 
opens not His mouth. By Pilate, though 
he acknowledged that he found no fault in 
Him, He is condemned, scourged, and de- 
livered to be crucified ; at that crucifixion He 
knew all that should befall Him : that at the 
Cross, if He went to it. He must tread the 
wine-press of God's wrath alone. Hitherto 
His Father had been with Him always : and 
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in His times of need God had sent His angel 
from heaven to strengthen the Man Christ 
Jesus ; but if He goes to that Cross, He must 
be forsaken not by man only, but by GroA 
He must receive the wages of sin. He could 
have saved Himself: for though it pleased 
the Father to bruise Him, the Father had put 
His life in His own power. The Father loved 
Him because He laid down His life : but He 
laid it down of Himself: no man took it from 
Him. At any moment of time He could have 
prayed to His Father, and He would have 
given Him more than twelve legions of angels; 
and surely in that moment of trial. He who 
was in all points tempted like as we are, must 
have been sorely tempted to xry for deliver- 
ance. He did not cry however: and why did 
He not } Because if He had He would have 
been saved, and if He had been saved. He 
could not have saved you. He was sore ama- 
zed, and in an agony ; His soul was exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death ; but there was one 
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sorrow which would have been greater to Him 
than any He had to bear: and that would 
have been the sorrow of not being able to 
offer Himself to you. Reader, will you accept 
Jesus ? Wilt thou go with this Man ? 

"Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and 
scourged Him ; and when he had scourged 
Him, he delivered Him to be crucified. Then 
the soldiers of the govemol*' took Jesus into 
the common hall, and gathered unto Him the 
whole band of soldiers. And they stripped 
Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe. And 
when they had platted a crown of thorns they 
put it upon His head, and a reed in His right 
hand : and they bowed the knee before Him, 
and mocked Him, saying, Hail King of the 
Jews. And they spit upon Him, and took 
the reed, and smote Him on the Head. And 
after that they had mocked Him, they took 
the robe off from Him, and put His own rai- 
ment on Him, and led Him away to crucify 
Him.** (Mat. xxvii. 29 — 31.) 
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Reader, " behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world." Behold 
Him by faith, as He goes forth from the hall 
of Pilate to be crucified for our sins. Too 
weak to bear it Himself, "as they led Him 
away, they laid hold of one Simon, a Cyrenian, 
coming out of the country, and on him they 
laid the cross, that he might bear it after 
Jesus. And when they were come to the 
place which is called Calvary, there they cru- 
cified Him." (Luke xxiii. 26, 33.) 

They crucified Him. "Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, having been made 
a curse for us: for it is written. Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree." (Gal. iii. 13.) 

They crucified Him. " Now from the sixth 
hour there was darkness over all the land, 
until the ninth hour. And about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eli, Eli, Lama Sabacthani? that is to 
say, " My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me ? " (Mat. xxvii. 45, 46.) 
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"My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?'' Jesus made man: Jesus made 
sin: Jesus made a curse: Jesus forsaken of 
God. That agonizing cry has proclaimed to 
every created intelligency, that there exists 
not a poorer creature on the earth than the 
once rich Son of God, the Man Christ Jesus. 
God Himself can make man no poorer than 
to leave him without Himself; and behold 
Jesus for our sins is ^^ without God in the 
worlds* All we can imagine of evil is con- 
tained in the words ^^ without God'' It is 
God's punishment for sin: it is His curse: 
it is death : it is hell. It is true that a man 
may be, and many are without God, who do 
not feel it: but that matters not; he who 
never feels it here, will feel it for ever in the 
world to come : for God has determined that 
sooner or later every man shall know and feel 
what it is to be without God. In the moment 
that Jesus was without God, He felt it As 
the hart panteth for the water brooks, so 
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thirsted His soul after the living God; and 
hence before He said "// is finished,^ He 
cried, "/ thirst^ Think not it was mere 
thirst of body that wrung the cry from Him. 
His was the thii'st of a bereaved and emptied 
soul: the thirst of which all God's people 
know something: the thirst caused by being 
without God and feeling it: the thirst that has 
the promise // shall be satisfied. The man 
who feels it now is " blessed *' (Mat. v. 6), and 
for him God has in Christ opened rivers of 
living water. The man who is without God in 
the world, is the poorest, the most wretched, 
and most to be pitied of God's creatures. He 
abideth in death — the death that Adam died 
in Paradise when He sinned : the death that all 
Adam's children have died in him, — the death 
that Jesus died for us when He was made a 
curse for us, and "Himself bare our sins in 
His own body on the tree." All the malice 
of men and devils combined ever failed to 
wring the slightest murmur from Him ; but 
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the wages of sin broke His heart: and in a 
loud voice, under the hidings of His Father's 
countenance, the cry burst from Him, — "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " 

/ believe the agony that the lost soul will 
experience for ever and ever, will be the mys- 
terious agony that wrung that cry from yesus. 

And now there remains no more to be done 
or suffered. The righteousness of the law has 
been fulfilled: the penalty of sin has been 
paid : and as He bows His head, crowned with 
thorns, on His breast, stained with that Blood 
which cleanses from all sin, and commits His 
departing spirit into the hands of Him who 
gave it, the Saviour Himself exclaims, "// 
is finished,^* 

It is finished / The veil of the temple is 
rent in twain — the way into the Holiest of 
all is made manifest: and the great gulf which 
since Adam's sin had separated between God 
and man, is no longer a great g\x\( fixed, Jesus 
Christ has bridged it over, and there is now a 
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way across it by which God and man can 
pass to one another in love; that way is 
by and through Himself. Though He was. 
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that 
you through His poverty might be rich. He 
was brought to your state — ^^ without God in 
the worlds* that you might be brought to His 
state — Daily His Father^ s delight, and rejoicing 
alway before Him. God, though He loves 
the sinner, is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity : and no man on whom is a particle 
of sin, can see God and live. Who then could 
live in His presence? Who, when all had 
sinned, could appear before Him without sin ? 
That God and man could ever so meet, at one 
time was, and seemed as if it must ever be an 
impossibility; but when Christ said, "// is 
finished** the impossibility was no more, and 
the way was opened. " Mercy and truth had 
met together: righteousness and peace had 
kissed each other." 

Our Judge is God Himself: He charges His 
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angels with folly, and in His sight the hea- 
vens are not clean ; but man can now stand 
before God, holy, and unblameable, and un- 
reproveable in' His sight (Coloss. i. 22) ; for 
Christ has shed His blood to wash man; 
He has wrought out Righteousness to clothe 
man ; and washed in His Blood he is cleansed 
from all sin, and clothed in His Righteousness 
he is made the righteousness of God in Him. 

// is finished! Sinner, you have nothing 
to do, for Christ has done it all for you. As 
Rebekah believed the word of the messenger, 
and went to Isaac, so is it your part to believe 
the word of God, and go to Jesus. Yes, or No 
—"Wilt thou go with this Man ? " 




VI. 

t %obt of €]^ri«i— ii8 iu&ti 

[^TER this, Joseph of Arimathea, a 
rich man, and being a disciple of 
Jesus, besought Pilate that he might 
take away the body of Jesus : and 
Pilate gave Him leave. And when Joseph 
had taken the body, he wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new 
tomb which he had hewn out in the rock, and 
wherein was never man laid ; and he rolled a 
great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and 
departed. 

Now the next day the Chief Priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, 
Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while 
He was yet alive. After three days I will rise 
again. Command therefore that the sepulchre 
be made sure until the third day, lest His dis- 

i 
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ciples come by night and steal Him away, and 
say unto the people, He is risen from the dead. 
Pilate said unto them. Ye have a watch : go 
your way : make it as sure as you can. So 
they went, and made the sepulchre sure, seal- 
ing the stone and setting a watch. 

Now as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week, came Mary Magdalene (a 
poor sinner out of whom Jesus had cast seven 
devils) and another woman named Mary, to 
see the sepulchre. And behold there was a 
great earthquake, for the Angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 
His countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow: and for fear of him 
the keepers did shake, and became as dead 
men. And the Angel answered and said unto 
the women. Fear not ye, for I know that ye 
seek Jesus which was crucified. He is not 
here, for He is risen. Go quickly, and tell 
His disciples that He is risen from the dead. 
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He is risen I Oh what a glorious Scripture 
is Rom. vii. 4. When, through the finished 
work of Christ the Holy Spirit was enabled 
to declare to us this word of God, the Lord 
Jesus saw of the travail of His soul, and was 
satisfied. I have often considered the passage 
as an epitome and condensation of the whole 
Gospel; an embodiment of the resurrection- 
cry of the Saviour ; the full utterence of what 
from eternity His loving heart had longed to 
procure and to proclaim : yet which He could 
never have either procured or proclaimed, if 
He had not purchased the power with His 
own blood. Do you know the passage ? 
Listen to it ! — it is the Word of the Lord, and 
addressed. to sinners. 

" Ye are become dead to the law by the body 
of Christ; that ye should be married to Another ^ 
even to Him who is raised from the dead, that 
we should bring forth fruit unto Gody 

Marvellous, yet faithful saying — hard to flesh 
and blood to receive, yet worthy of all accep- 
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tation. All and every sinner, even the chief, 
born under the law, accepting Christ, becomes 
dead to the law. Such is the proclamation, 
with the graciously-vouchsafed explanation, — 
"Ye are dead to the law, by the body of Chris f.^ 
^^ By the body of Christ T Take great no- 
tice of the words: for having brought your- 
self by your own sins under the curse of the 
law, they teach you the only way by which 
you can be delivered. You can never become 
dead to the law by repentance, or amendment 
of life, or any other thing that you can do. 
By what you have already done you have 
lost your soul : but by nothing that you can 
ever do can you redeem it. In spite of every 
endeavour, the law will demand it ; for to re- 
deem a soul cost a ransom that of yourself 
you can never pay : THAT you must let alone 
for ever. But you can become dead to the 
law — so that though you have broken it, it 
shall have no power over you to condemn 
you — '* by the body of Christ'' 
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But you ask, What does this mean? Reader, 
before I try and tell you, lift up your heart to 
God, and pray that for Jesus Christ's sake He 
will give you His Holy Spirit to open your 
eyes. Have you done so ? Now try and see 
by faith a cross, and hanging on that cross A 
BODY. Remember, I do not tell you to get a 
picture or a crucifix, for it is expressly com- 
manded us that, on no pretence whatever, we 
make a likeness of anything that is in heaven 
or earth, for the purpose of religious worship ; 
but I tell you, after prayer to God, to try and 
see that cross and that body by faith. Do you 
see them? do you recognize them? That cross 
is the accursed tree on which our Saviour bore 
our sins, and that BODY IS THE BODY OF THE 
Lord Jesus ! 

But how comes that Body there ? What hand 
of sin and sacrilege has nailed it to that cross? 
That Body is there as an atonement for your 
sins. It was the sins of His people that nailed 
Him to that cross. Never lose sight of that 
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dead Body — never take your eyes off it, until 
by faith you can say, He was wounded for 
my transgressions. He was bruised for my ini- 
quities ; though my sins were red like scar- 
let, they are become white like snow ; though 
guilty, I am pardoned and saved ; / am dead 
to the law by the body of Christ. 

Brother, if you have faith in Christ, you are 
dead to the law ; and if you are dead to the 
law, you are pardoned and saved, for you are 
freed from the law as a covenant. You are 
no longer held by it in legal bondage; no 
longer tied and bound to it in the letter which 
killeth. Are you dead to it ? Are you free ? 
Are you pardoned and saved ? If you are a 
believer in Jesus, I say again you are, and you 
only dishonour Him if you fear to say you are. 

And now, who made you free? Christ! 
Christ made Man — Christ made sin — Christ 
made a curse — Christ forsaken of God — Christ 
hanging a dead body on the accursed tree, has 
made you, by this total surrender of Himself, 
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dead to the law — free. And why did He do 
this ? Why with such utter disregard of self, 
did He sacrifice Himself to free you from the 
law ? I have called this passage, our Lord's 
resurrection cry — let it answer my question: — 
Ye are dead to the law by the body 
OF Christ ; that you might be married 
to Another, even to Him who is raised 
FROM THE DEAD, that we might bring forth 
fruit unto God. At such a cost to Himself, 
Christ freed the sinner ; that the sinner, being 
free, He might make him the offer of Himself 
Wilt thou go with this man f 

One word more. — ^There is no such thing as 
a barren union with Christ It is the univer- 
sal characteristic of His true people, that they 
bring forth fruit unto God, 

He is risen I What the Angel commanded 
the women to tell to the disciples, Christ Him- 
self has commanded His disciples in all ages to 
tell to every body. I tell it to you, — " Christ 
is risen'* He who, in love to the sons of men, 
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took the burden of their sins upon Himself, 
and was cast into prison until He should pay 
that great debt, has paid it to the uttermost 
farthing. By His death in our stead, He has 
made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
satisfaction, and oblation for the sins of the 
whole world. Both the demands of the law 
and the justice of God have been met and 
satisfied, and Christ is now able to save to 
the uttermost all them that go to God by 
Him. The proof is, ^^ He is risen** He went 
to the cross covered with sin. God made 
Him to be sin who knew no sin, by laying 
upon Him the iniquity of us all. No man, 
as I said before, was ever so laden with sin as 
the Man Christ Jesus. No man ever had so 
much sin to answer for ; but He has answered 
for it all, and it is on Him no longer : He has 
put it away by the sacrifice of Himself: He 
has washed it away in His own blood. He 
V^as cast into prison until He should pay 
that great debt : the proof that He has paid 
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it is/ that He is out of prison, — ^' He is 
risen!' 

He was crucified, dead, and buried ; He de- 
scended into hell : but the third day He rose 
again. The agony and the bloody sweat : the 
cross and passion: the death and burial, all 
are over; and Christ is risen to ascend up 
where He was before, ^^now to appear in the 
presence of God for us!* (Heb. ix. 24.) 

If Christ was not risen. Christians would 
be of all men most miserable; we should 
yet be in our sins. But now is Christ risen, 
having spoiled principalities and powers. Now 
is Christ risen, a victor over death and the 
grave. Oh death, where is thy sting? oh grave 
where is thy victory ? 

Christ came forth from His Father and His 
God, and for our sakes became poor ; but He 
has risen not only to ascend again to His 
Father and His God: but to ascend to Him 
even richer than before. He is risen, and He 
will ascend to His Father, taking with Him 
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what He had not before : He will ascend, tak- 
ing with Him THE RICHES OF His grace. 

The riches of His grace! Oh what 
an addition even to the riches of Christ 1 Had 
He not these amongst His treasures, the riches 
that He had with the Father before the worlds 
were, could have profited man nothing; had 
He not gone down into the depths we have 
been considering, there could have been no 
way, as I said before, for God to come to man 
in love. But now hath Christ both lived and 
died, and risen again ; now hath He endured 
the curse, and paid the penalty ; now having 
triumphed over His enemies and ours, — now 
having spoiled principalities, and powers, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places, He will 
ascend up on high, leading captivity captive, 
to receive gifts for men, yea even for the 
rebellious, that the Lord God may dwell 
among them. (Ps. Ixviii. i8.) He will as- 
cend, carrying with Him "His portion*' (Deut. 
xxxii. 9) — " His peculiar treasure" (Ps. cxxxv. 
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4) — a multitude that were lost, but are now 
His redeemed and saved people, — a multi- 
tude, once heirs of hell, but now heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Christ, — a multitude 
who He is not ashamed to call brother, sister, 
spouse — " The Church of God, which He has 
purchased with His own blood." (Acts. xx. 28.) 

Many times after His resurrection, before 
He ascended to Him who was now not only 
His Father, but their Father— His God, but 
their God — did He show Himself to His disci- 
ples ; and when the time came that He should 
be received up, He led them out as far as 
Bethany. And He said unto them. Go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature; and He lifted up His hands and 
blessed them. And. it came to pass while He 
blessed them, He was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven. 

The Lord was manifested to destroy the 
works of the devil, and the Lord hath gotten 
Himself the victory. 
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"Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King 
of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of 
Glory? The Lord, strong and mighty! the 
Lord, mighty in battle ! 

" Lift up your heads, O ye gates : even lift 
them up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King 
of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of 
Glory } The Lord of Hosts ! He is the King 
of Glory." Selah. (Ps. xxiv. 7 — 10.) 

" Now that He ascended, what is it but that 
He also descended first into the lower parts <rf 
the earth ? He that descended is the same also 
that ascended up far above all heavens, that 
He might fill all things." (Eph. iv. 9, 10.) 

"It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us." 
(Rom. viii. 34.) 

" He was delivered for our offences, and rose 
again for our justification." (Rom. vi. 25.) 

Wilt thou go with this Man ? 




VII. 

f atti at lome, »n)mQ a gribje for 

|0 you remember what I told you 
was the one thing necessary to be 
believed by Rebekah, before she 
would for a moment feel even an 
interest in the proposition made by Abraham's 
servant? It was absolutely necessary she 
should believe there really was such a person 
as Isaac. 

Now have you carried this much faith with 
you through the history you have been read- 
ing ? Do you really believe that there is such 
a Person as Jesus Christ; and that He, the 
Son of God, was made Man, Sin, a Curse for 
your sake; that to save you He refused to 
save Himself, but endured the punishment of 
your iniquity, and so opened a way for your 
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redemption ? Do you really believe that now 
having endured the curse, and received the 
punishment your sins deserved, He actually 
and truly offers you HIMSELF? Whether 
you believe it or not, nothing can be more 
literally true, and nothing but unbelief on 
your part can separate between you. God 
grant that you may feed on Him in your heart 
by faith, and thankfully accept Him. 

Oh what joy filled the heart of the risen 
Saviour, as He gave the commandment to His 
disciples, — " Go ye into all the worlds and 
preach the Gospel to every creature'^ It was 
for this joy — that He might give this com- 
mandment, — that He endured the cross and 
despised the shame ; it was for this He came 
down from heaven. He had a baptism to be 
baptized with, — it was a baptism of blood, — 
and how was He straightened until it was 
accomplished : but the baptism of blood, and 
the cross, and the shame are over, and He is 
about to ascend up where He was before. 
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His power to give this commandment, — " Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature," was the power for which 
He lived and died, and rose again. 

The Gospel ! Do you know what it is ? 
Glad tidings of salvation, through union with 
Jesus, All the world had broken the law, all 
the world was lying in the wicked one (i John 
V. 19) ; but go ye, says Jesus, to every captive 
of Satan, — ^to all that are under the law — ^to 
all whose sins have condemned them to eternal 
death — to every creature on this side the 
grave — and ask them to come to Me. Tell them 
that I can save to the uttermost, and that I 
cast out none; nay more, tell them that I 
have loved the sons of men with an everlast- 
ing love, that I have died to save them, that I 
have risen again, and that now, — '' Just and 
having salvationi* — through My own finished 
work, I am free to offer Myself to them, and 
they are free to accept Me. Tell them what 
the Son of God, the Man Christ Jesus has 
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done for them, and then ask them from Me, — 
" Wilt thou go with this man f " 

In obedience to this command the disciples 
went every where preaching the Gospel. Rare 
in those days was the instance of a man who, 
really united to Jesus, was not stirred up to be a 
living epistle, known and read of all men. If 
he did not address multitudes, for which per- 
haps he was not fitted, yet in season and out 
of season he preached Jesus by his con- 
duct, and as he had opportunity also in con- 
versation. Not only the Spirit, but the Bride 
said " Come," and every one that had the gift 
of utterance stirred up the gift that was in 
him. The preaching and teaching of some of 
the early disciples has mercifully been handed 
down to us. Let me select those of the Apos- 
tle Paul, a holy man of God, who spake as he 
was moved by the Holy Ghost. I have al- 
ready said, in the beginning of this book, that 
this man went amongst the Corinthians, seek- 
ing a bride for his Master's Son. Now we know 
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that as Eliezer of Damascus was sent forth by 
Abraham, so Paul was chosen and sent forth 
by God, and that being infallibly guided, not 
only was what he said precisely that which 
God would have had him to say, but those to 
whom he went were precisely those to whom 
God would have had him to go, and are exact 
specimens of those to whom in all ages His 
messengers should go. 

Let us take first his Epistle to the Romans. 
We have there a description written by him- 
self of the sort of people to whom he went 
Surely we shall see a picture of all that is 
amiable and excellent on the earth. As you 
look at it, drawn by his own hand, remember 
that he is painting the objects of Christ's love, 
— those who from all eternity had been daily 
His delight, — ^those with whom He desired to 
enter into a marriage covenant, that they might 
be with Him where He was, and as one with 
Himself share His glory, and abide with Him 
for ever. 
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Verily in their state, as Paul went to them, 
they were to the eyes of men not very loveable. 
But God does not see as man sees. Paul 
describes them as ^^ filled with all unrighteous- 
ness^ fornication, wickedness, covetousness, ma- 
liciousness, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 
evil things, disobedient to parents, without 
understanding, covenant breakers, without na- 
tural affection, implacable, unmerciful ; who 
knowing the judgment of God, that they who 
commit such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do themr (Rom. i. 29 — 32.) These, and 
such as these, we learn from Paul himself, were 
the sort of people amongst whom he went 
when seeking a bride for his Master^s Son. 

Now I believe that it would be very difficult 
to find a man who would choose for his bride 
one who, by her outward life, left it a matter of 
no doubt that she was guilty of many of the 
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iniquities here mentioned, and harder still to 
find a man who would acknowledge that he 
himself was full of them. Yet I speak it fear- 
lessly when I say that in this long catalogue of 
twenty-three sins, there are only two, murder 
and fornication, that are not committed openly 
every day ; committed not only by the glar- 
ingly, unblushingly immoral, but by the res- 
pected and respectable ; by their children, too, 
of both sexes and all ages ; by high and low, 
rich and poor, young and old together; and 
that not only without fear of God, or remem- 
brance that these sins are damning, but 
without sense of shame, or loss of worldly 
character. 

Now the passage that contains the catalogue 
of these sins is the Word of God, and tells us 
that in the judgment of God, they who do 
such things are worthy of death. But though 
man knows this is God's judgment, his own 
judgment differs from God's, and he believes 
what he thinks, and not what God says. It is 
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true that man forms his own laws to an extent 
according to God's laws ; if he did not society 
would be unbearable. Man only altogether 
neglects those commandments that have refer- 
ence to his duty towards God — these any one is 
at liberty to break with impunity ; but it is not 
so with the commandments that relate to man's 
dealings with his fellows: were the last six 
commandments of the law as little attended 
to as are the four first, neither life nor property 
would be safe, and for the great mass of man- 
kind the earth would not be habitable. I can 
imagine no greater approach to a hell upon 
earth, than that man should treat the com- 
mandments which teach him his duty towards 
man, as he treats those that teach him his duty 
towards God. But man is aware of this, and 
requires that just so much of the outward and 
gross ugliness of sin shall be restrained, as 
would spoil his enjoyment of this present 
world. Society in society always pretends to 
love its neighbour as itself, and however fla- 
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grantly this law may be broken elsewhere, it 
is never suffered to be broken there. Any sin 
against God may be committed in society, if 
it is not at the same time a sin against society. 
The world's morality is, — Sin must be kept 
down and restrained when it is injurious to 
society, but the world need interfere with it 
no farther. I believe the most popular man 
with the world will be the man who contrives 
most flagrantly to break God's laws, without 
'offending against the laws of society. 

Now in so far as their development would 
offend against the well-being of society, I am 
willing to admit that the sins mentioned by 
Paul are more or less forbidden by the world, 
but not one jot beyond that : as it was in his 
days, so it is in ours, — though men know that in 
the judgment of God they who do such things 
are worthy of death, they ^^not only do the 
samey but take pleasure in them that do them!' 
Oh, surely we have need to pray, — "From 
all hardness of heart, and contempt of Thy 
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word and commandment, good Lord deliver 
us." 

I should like to look with my reader at this 
list of sins in detail First we have the general 
term' " wickedness^ Do men really think what 
God considers " wickedness " a great sin ? 

Forgetfulness of God, — the not having God in 
all his thoughts^ — is the essence of all wicked- 
ness; yet do I believe, so little is this sin 
thought of, that multitudes of people who call 
themselves Christians, would rather be thought 
God-forgetting than vulgar. I believe, also, 
that multitudes of parents would prefer that 
their son should have the character of being the 
wickedest, rather than the stupidest boy in his 
school. I believe that many parents would feel 
proud of a son, of whom the master said, — "He 
is one of the cleverest boys I have, but I am 
afraid he never thinks of God or his soul ; " or 
at least would be more satisfied than if they 
were told, — ^" Your boy is a very good boy ; I 
have really no fault to find with him ; but I 
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am sorry to be obliged to add he is very stu- 
pid : he seems to understand or care for little 
except his Bible." 

Be honest, reader. Which would you pre- 
fer } — for yourself, that you should be thought 
God-forgetting or vulgar, or, for your child, 
that he should have the character of being a 
wicked boy or a stupid one ? After you have 
thought over the question, and honestly an- 
swered it, then remember this, — that while God 
tells us on the one hand that not many mighty, 
not many noble, not many learned are called ; 
but that He chooses His people from the weak, 
and the base, and the despised of this world ; 
(i Cor. i. 27) : He tells us, on the other, that 
" the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the people that forget God." (Psalm ix. 17.) 

Covetousness is next mentioned. In the 
judgment of God the covetous man is worthy 
of death. Yet, is this sin uncommon ? or is 
the man whose heart is exercised with cov- 
etous practices thought the worse of by the 
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world? The word ^^ abhorreth'^ is a strong 
word, and, so far as I know, only occurs five 
times in the Bible. Yet on one of these 
occasions it has been used by the Holy Spirit, 
to tell us that God abhorreth the covetous 
man. But does that affect him in the estimation 
of the world } Alas ! no. No matter what God 
thinks of him, only let him add house to house, 
and field to field, and the wicked will bless 
him; and the more he prospers in his cove- 
tousness, the more he will be sought after, and 
courted, and flattered. It is with him now 
just what it was when David wrote, more than 
three thousand years ago: — ^^ The wicked boast-- 
eth of his heart's desire^ and blesseth the covetous, 
whom God abhorreth'* (Ps. x. 3.) 

Maliciousness, envy, debate, deceit, malig- 
nity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, iuventors of evil 
things : — are not some of these things inmates 
of your heart, as well as of the hearts of those 
to whom Paul wrote, and does not the conduct 
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and conversation of many, in whose society 
you take pleasure, prove that they are in their 
hearts also. Yet does the world think worse 
of you, or you of them who do such things ? 
The seeds of all these sins are in you and in 
everybody; and if you are sufficiently interested 
in the matter to watch yourself, you can soon 
discover their fruit. Some may show in a lesser, 
some in a greater degree ; but these are the 
things that are in the heart, and come out of 
the heart of every natural man ; and the man 
who does not curb them, and because they are 
sinful struggle to root them out, is in the 
judgment of God worthy of death. You can- 
not deny this, — ^you dare not, in the very face 
of God's Word before you. Yet how uncharit- 
able does it seem to that man whose malici- 
ousness, envy, deceit, and such like, developes 
itself to no greater degree than an average de- 
velopment, — and whose hatred of God shows 
itself to no greater extent than an average 
hatred, — that is in habitual forgetfulness of 
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religion, so long as it is not forced on him, and 
only in active enmity when it is what he calls 
crammed down his throat, — ^how uncharitable I 
say, does such a man think you, when you tell 
him that the wrath of God abideth on him — ^that 
because he does these things, and chooses his 
companions from those who do these things, — 
in the judgment of God he deserves everlasting 
death ? Yet it is the judgment of God, and 
men know it, while they deny it They know 
that the Bible says that these things are the 
works of the flesh, and that if we live after the 
flesh we shall die; but though they know it, they 
do not really believe it. The hearts of men and 
the teaching of God's Word are in opposition, 
and men believe their own hearts more than 
GocTs people^ God's Wordy or God Himself 
They sin against God, yet they fear not. 
The devil says to them what he said to our 
first parents, — *'' Ye shall not surely die ; " and 
under the power of the devil's lie, the decent, 
moral, respectable committer of these sins, 
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though he knows in the judgment of God he is 
worthy of death, will ask you when spoken to 
about his soul, what is the great wickedness of 
which he has been guilty, that you think it 
necessary to speak to him ? Oh, it is fearful 
to hear such a man tell you, with a counten- 
ance that makes you fear he really believes 
what he says, that though he has not been 
altogether what he ought, yet God is very 
merciful, and he cannot see that he has done 
anything, for which He would think him 
bad enough to put him into hell. Let such 
a man know, that if he habitually gives way 
to any one of the sins mentioned, no matter 
how trifling that sin may seem to him, in 
the judgment of God he is worthy of death ; 
and if he dies without forsaking it, and washing 
it out in the blood of Jesus, as sure as God 
is "the Truth," He will execute that judgment 
upon him. What God means by death is ever- 
lasting damnation. 

Again, — *^ Disobedient to parents, without un- 
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derstandingy coveftant breakers^ without natural 
affection, implacablCy unmerciful'^ 

These six conclude the catalogfue of the 
twenty-three sins mentioned by Paul in this 
passage ; and though doubtless the natural man, 
looking at them in their broad literality, will say 
such things should not be : yet will he com- 
mit them as it pleases him, to the extent that 
will not injure him with society, and then 
stoutly deny, if you press it home upon him, 
that he has done anything worthy of death. 

To honour our father and mother, is as much 
the commandment of God as. Thou shalt not 
steal ; and he who is disobedient to his pa- 
rents is as much a transgressor of God's law 
as he who commits murder. " Sin is the trans- 
gression of the law;'' and Paul, writing of 
himself, says — "/ had not known sin, but by 
the law : for I had not known lust, except the 
law had saidy Thou shalt not covet'' (Rom. 
vii. 7.) But the law did say, " Thou shalt not 
covet;" and Paul did covet. I do not know 
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how often, but at least he did it ONCE by his 
own confession: and in the moment that he 
coveted — in the moment that with a discon- 
tented spirit he wished for some other portion, 
or some other lot than God had given him, — 
in the judgment of God — aye, and in his own 
judgment also, for Paul was taught of God, — he 
had done things worthy of death. And let us 
remember that, when in the judgment of God 
a man is said to have done things worthy of 
death, it does not mean that though God knows 
he deserves death. He will not inflict death, but 
will let the sinner go free. " The soul that sinneth 
it shall die*' says God ; and the man who in 
God's judgment has done things worthy of 
death, must die ; and Paul did die. That one 
sin,' even if he had never committed another, 
had slain him, as much as Adam's one sin 
slew him ; from that moment, however sinless 
his future life might be, his own life could 
never stand in the judgment; though he should 
have to receive for no more, yet he would have 
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to receive the wages of that one sin, and ^*the 
wages of sin is death'* (Rom. vi. 23.) For 
that one sin, had not Jesus died for him, Paul's 
after life of devotion could have been no atone- 
ment, and he must have spent eternity in 
hell. It was not his repentance and amend- 
ment, but the blood of Christ that saved Paul. 
" Without understanding^ This is the next 
sin mentioned ; and I will say a few words 
about it, because perhaps in the whole list of 
these sins there is not one at which the natural 
man would be inclined more boldly to point 
his finger, and say — "Surely God does not 
mean that the man who is ^without under- 
standing* is worthy of everlasting punishment" 
Yet this is only because " the natural man re-- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 
they are foolishness to him : neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned** 
(i Cor. ii. 14.) The natural man, that is a man 
under the teaching of his own natural heart, 
would say that to be ^^ without understanding"* 
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was not his own fault, and consequently could 
not be his sin : that he did not make his own in- 
tellect, and so could not justly be made account- 
able for its deficiency : that let God call man 
to account for what He might, He never could 
say that he was worthy of death, and so put 
him to death for no other reason but only 
because he was " without understanding^ 

Not knowing the Scriptures, or the power 
of God, thou dost greatly err, O man, whoso- 
ever thou art, that would reason thus. " Cease^ 
as God tells you, **from thine own wisdom^* 
and ^^ Lean not to thine own understanding^* 
I doubt whether there is one of the sins men- 
tioned in the long catalogue we are considering, 
the guilt of which a man more directly brings 
upon himself, or for the commission of which 
he is more directly answerable to God, than 
for the sin of being *' without understanding'' 

The understanding spoken of is not natural 
understandings but spiritual^ and no man has it 
by nature. Many men have by nature a great 
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deal of the wisdom of this world: but no 
man has, by nature, a particle of the wisdom 
which is from above. By nature we are the 
veriest fools in spiritual things: and so long 
as in them we take our own understanding for 
our guide, we dishonour God, and do things 
worthy of death. But though we are ** without 
understanding*' by nature, it is both our fault 
and our sin if we remain without it. ^^ If any 
of you lack wisdom," says the Scripture, " let 
him ask of God, and it shall be given him,** 
And the promise (Prov. ii. 3) is positive, — "7/" 
thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding ; if thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures, 
then shaltthou understand the fear of tlie Lord, 
and find the knowledge of God** 

Not to know God, God Himself tells us, is 
to our shame, (i Cor. xv. 34.) 

All who do not know Him will be ^^punished 
with everlasting desti^uction** (2 Thess. vii. 8, 9.) 

To be " without understafiding** is to be with- 
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out excuse before God, and the very fact that 
a man is without it, proves that he is careless 
« about God and his own soul. 

Show me a man who has been guilty of 
almost any of the other sins Paul mentions — 
and it is possible you may show me a man 
who, like David, has been led away by temp- 
tation, and fallen into sin ; but show me a 
man who is ** without understandings' and I 
will show you a man who is ** without God in 
the world; " a man of whom it has never been 
witnessed in heaven, ^^ Behold he prayeth:** 
a man who has never been born * again of the 
Spirit: a man who, if he dies as he is, in the 
judgment of God has done things worthy of 
deaths and who will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 




VIII. 

fox W^ D;a»ljer'» S^an. 

reader may not have gone with 
me in all that I have said in the 
last chapter: but at least he will 
agree with me in this, that the peo- 
ple amongst whom Paul went to seek a bride 
for his Master's Son, were people who in the 
judgment of God had done things worthy of 
death. Paul himself was most anxious that 
this should be thoroughly understood : and he 
occupies not only the first, but the second, and 
the first twenty verses of the third chapter of 
his Epistle to the Romans, to prove to the 
people that he and they, — ^Apostles as others — 
Jews and Gentiles — each and everybody, — 
were all under sin. He himself asks the start- 
ling question, "Are we" the Apostles, "better I' 
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in God's sight, than men " whose damnation 
is just? " and then sets the question at rest by 
the reply, — ** Noy in no wiseJ* (Rom. iii, 8, 9.) 
The law saith, " There is none righteous, no 
not one;^' and ^*what things soever the law 
saith, it saith to them that are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God** (Rom. 
iii. 19.) 

And why was Paul thus anxious to prove 
that all the world was guilty before God } Be- 
cause God would have all men to be saved, 
and is not willing that any should perish ; and 
God can save no man who does not acknow- 
ledge himself a guilty, and consequently a 
lost sinner. If you ask me what constitutes 
a lost sinner, I answer, — to have once broken in 
thought, word, or deed, any one of God*s com-- 
mandments. That one sin has for ever destroyed 
your own righteousness, and brought you un- 
der the curse of the broken law; you have 
destroyed yourself, and are a lost sinner. They 
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who seek a bride for Christ have no authority 
to seek her anywhere but amongst the lost; 
for He Himself has expressly told us that He 
did not come to call the righteous. What He 
came from heaven to do, was to seek the lost ; 
what He came from heaven to suffer, was to 
save the lost ; and as the name of the whole 
family of the redeemed in heaven and earth 
is " Christian," so the name of the whole 
family before redemption is " LOST SINNER." 
Before union with Christ, ^^ lost sinner :'* after 
union with Christ, *^ sinner saved by grace!* 

For this reason it was then that Paul was 
so anxious to shut every body up to the fact, 
that they were by nature and practice lost ; 
and for this same reason I am also anxious to 
shut you up to it. Only acknowledge yourself 
a lost sinner, and what Paul said to the lost 
sinners at Rome, I have God's authority to 
►say to you ; but until you know that you are 
lost, you will neither care for Christ nor His 
salvation. 
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Let us now see what Paul said to the people 
at Rome. The doctrines contained in his 
Epistle are doubtless the same as those he 
taught when he dwelt amongst them, in his own 
hired house receiving all that came to him; 
" preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 
those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ." (Acts xxviii. 30, 31.) 

Imagine him then now surrounded by a 
multitude of anxious sinners. They have lis- 
tened to his doctrine about all the world being 
guilty before God, and have been convinced 
of sin ; they are now persuaded that whatever 
may be their own judgment about themselves 
or one another, in the judgment of God 
they are worthy of death: that all their 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and their 
sins a burden too heavy for them to bear. 
One all-absorbing thought is occupying the 
hearts of a multitude in that multitude, and 
that thought is, — " What shall I do to be 
saved f'^ 
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Paul speaks. (I copy his address from Rom. 
iii. 20 — 26.) ** By the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be jmtified in God's sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now 
the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and 
the Prophets; even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
t^on all them that believe: for there is no 
difference : for all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God; being justified freely by 
His grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in His blood, to 
declare His righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God; to declare, I say, at this time His righ- 
teousness : that He might be just, and the Jus- 
tifier of him that believeth in Jesus. 

Oh the light, and then the delight and joy 
and peace that rushed in quick succession into 
the hearts of these poor sinners, as by degrees 
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they received and understood, and by the 
grace of God believed the words spoken by 
Paul. They had already received that of 
which he reminds them at first, — that by the 
deeds of the law (that is, by their own good con- 
duct or righteousness) none of them could be 
saved; but surely now he is telling them of 
another righteousness, of another way of salva- 
tion. He says, **But fww the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested!* What can 
this mean? It seems as if he intended to teach 
that now there is some way revealed, by which 
a man who has broken God's law, and so lost 
the righteousness which he ought to have had 
by keeping the law, may yet get righteousness 
— ^perfect, spotless righteousness : a righteous- 
ness so perfect, so spotless, that Paul calls it 
the righteousness of God. If this be so, it is 
great news indeed : glad-tidings of great joy. 
But can it be true } Yes : for Paul proves it 
from the Bible, — ** being witnessed by the law 
and the Prophets'* Paul proves from Scrip- 
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ture that he is only teaching what Moses and 
the Prophets, and all the Old Testament wri- 
ters had universally taught, that salvation was 
not to be obtained by works of righteousness 
which we had done, but by the righteousness 
' of which he was then speaking, " ei'en the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jestis 
Christr 

Oh, to those amongst his hearers who judged 
spiritual things by their natural senses, what 
folly did this doctrine seem ! Did Paul 
mean to say that a righteousness, called in 
Scripture ** the righteotisness of Gody' had 
been manifested, and was now to be offered 
to every creature : and that this righteousness 
was not to be worked or laboured for, but 
accepted as a gift? Yes! Paul evidently 
teaches that man has no part in working out 
the righteousness of which he is speaking : for 
he is speaking of a righteousness '^without the 
lawr Christ was made SiN to obtain this 
righteousness for sinners. " God made Him 
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to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him;^* 
and Paul in his preaching to the Romans 
teaches that man has to accept this righteous- 
ness, not labour for it. 

But I hear some ask, Who may have it? 
Who is welcome to it ? 

The three verses I have taken from his 
Epistle, and called Paul's address, are very 
full of teaching, and the clause that follows 
the one I quoted last gives to anxious souls 
in all ages, a plain but complete answer to 
this most momentous question. This righ- 
teousness is *^unto all, and upon all THEM 
THAT BELIEVE." By faith of Jesus Christ, 
he that believes not only may have this 
righteousness, but HAS IT ; and then, as if to 
silence every objector, Paul adds, "/^f there 
is no differeme: for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God,** 

No DIFFERENCE ! No difference between one 
sinner and another as regards the offer made to 



seeking a Bride for his Master's Son. 127 

them of the gift of this righteousness ! Ah, cries 
the evil heart of unbelief, who can believe this ? 
In my case that never can be true. I have been 
the chief of sinners. If all the world have sinned 
and come short, what have not I done? I have 
doubly and trebly sinned, and come far shor- 
ter than them all. Surely such a very wicked 
person as I have been can never be made in 
God's sight, *^the righteousness of God!' To 
all such we would again repeat the words of 
Paul, — *^ There is no differenced No difference 
between one man and another, as to the way 
in which he must get righteousness; for all 
have lost their own righteousness, "^// have 
sinned^ and come short of tfte glory of God'* 
The amount of sin makes ^*no difference." 
Out of Christ, he who calls himself the least 
of sinners must perish; in Christ, the very 
vilest is made " the righteousness of God." If 
you will take Christ, and accept His righ- 
teousness. He will accept you, and take your 
sins. 
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Surely, dear reader, if you have not heard 
it so often that you are Gospel hardened, the 
glad-tidings Paul proclaims must fill you, as 
doubtless they did the hearts of many of his 
Roman hearers, with wondering joy and love. 
His proclamation is — " Pardon^ and a gift of 
righteotisness for the chief of sinners, and none 
excluded: no difference between one sinner and 
another. 

But Paul is speaking still, and I would not 
interrupt him. He is explaining how this bles- 
sed state of things has been brought about, — 
namely, because men and women under this 
dispensation of ^^ the gift of righteousness,** are 
not being justified before God, either in whole 
or in part, by their own works, but are " being 
justified freely by His grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesu^^ 

Take in the meaning of what Paul says, I 
beseech you. Do not hurry over this most 
precious truth. God can now justify the sin- 
ner who has not one good work of his own 
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to plead ; but He can only justify him in one 
way — ^that is, ^'freely by His grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus^ I have 
already told you something of what it cost 
Jesus to purchase this redemption. You have 
seen Him made man, made sin, made a curse, 
forsaken of God, to purchase it; but he has 
purchased it : and now it is IN HiM. Out of 
Him there is no redemption : no man can re- 
deem either his brother, or his own soul. None 
but God can justify, and even God Himself 
only through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus. Refuse Christ, and you must remain 
unjustified, and consequently unsanctiHed, and 
unsaved for ever; but take Him, and with Him 
you get wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption : God, by His grace and for 
His sake, will justify you freely. Wilt thou 
go with this Man f 

But Paul does not stop even here. He 
enlarges, unfolding more completely ^^the re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesusr "Christ 
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Jesus," he says, " whom God Jiath set forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in His bloods 
Christ has propitiated God for sinners. Surely 
no sinner will say, let his sins be what they 
may, that the propitiation Christ has made is 
not sufficient to satisfy the demands of Grod's 
justice, even for his sins. Remember it was 
by the sacrifice of HIMSELF that Christ pro- 
pitiated God for sinners; and God having 
accepted the propitiation, of which He hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that He hath 
raised Him from the dead, hath set Him forth 
as the propitiation for sin, ^^ through faith in 
His bloodr 

John, in his Epistle dedicated to Christians 
generally, teaches this doctrine exactly as Paul 
taught it to the Romans, (i John i. 2.) "7/" 
any man sin, he has an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous: and He 
is the propitiation for our sins : and not for 
ours only, but for the sins of the whole worlds 
So that by this Apostle, as well as Paul, and 
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indeed by all the Apostles, as well as Moses 
and the Prophets, we are taught " there is no 
difference:'' that '^whosoever will" (Rev. xxii. 
17), — ^You — I — all and everybody and any- 
body in the whole world is invited to go to 
God in the name of Jesus, and plead with God 
the blood of Jesus as the propitiation for his 
sins ; and he who so goes, with faith in this 
blood, has the promise that God will accept 
him, and for the sake of this blood, forgive him. 
" The preaching of the cross," says Paul in 
another place (i Cor. 1, 18), "w to them that 
perish foolishness ;" and what I am putting 
before you, and what Paul put before the 
Romans, are the doctrines to which he alluded 
when he spoke of ^Uhe preaching of the cross." 
To some they seemed foolishness in his day, 
and to-day may seem foolishness to you. If 
so, remember to whom it is that God says 
they seem foolishness. " To them that perish." 
And let them seem to you what they may, 
the truth will remain the same, that these 
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doctrines are the Gospel of Jesus Christ, " the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believethr (Rom. i. i6.) Add to, or take 
from them, and you do it at the risk that 
God will blot your name out of the Book 
of Life, and add to you all the plagues 
recorded in the Bible. (Rev. xxii. i8, 19.) 
God hath set forth Jesus Christ to be a pro- 
pitiation for sin, through faith in His blood. 
If, for any reason whatever, man does not be- 
lieve in the power of this blood in his particular 
case, but believes in the power of his sins to 
destroy him, — according to his faith it shall 
be done unto him : his sins will destroy him ; 
but if, making God the truth, and giving the lie 
to his own heart, and every other person or 
thing that contradicts God's Word, he believes 
in the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, and 
has faith in His blood, — ^though he be the 
most hell-deserving sinner on this side of the 
grave, the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
can and will cleanse him from all sin. 



I 
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To a man who believes in Christ Jesus, and 
has faith in His blood, God commands all His 
messengers to offer, not only forgiveness, but 
immediate forgiveness; and Paul preaches this 
doctrine also, in his address to the Romans. 

The words following those I last quoted, 
are very strong, and full of teaching ; yet are 
they very simple, and easy to be understood. 
''God hath sent forth His Son," says Paul, "to 
be a propitiation, through faith in His blood, 
to delare His righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
Godr 

Now what does this mean ? It means that 
no matter what your past sins have been, you 
are to do what God tells you to do in 2 Peter 
til 15, — ^^ Count the long-suffering of the Lord 
to be salvation!^ — count, that as God has had 
such forbearance with you, as not before now 
to have appointed you your portion with the 
transgressors. He will not now do it, if you 
turn to Him. In His name, and by His 
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commandment, says Paul, I preach to you 
" the remission of sins that are past^ No 
matter whether they were committed years 
ago, or only a minute ago, I offer you, in 
God's name, remission of past sin, through 
faith in the blood and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. Oh, it is a wonderful offer for any 
man to have authority to make; but lest there 
should be any mistake as to when this pardon 
might be believed in, and this righteousness ac- 
cepted, Paul repeats what he had just said over 
again, in the sentence that follows — ^^ to declare 
His righteotisness : " and then adds these bles- 
sedly clear and unmistakeably easy to be un- 
derstood words, — ^" at this time," " To declare^ I 
say^ at this time His righteotisness^ What could 
Paul, or God by the mouth of Paul, say more? 
Paul concludes his subject, by telling the 
Romans in fourteen words, the object that 
God had in the whole matter, — " That He 
might be Just, and the Justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus'* 
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Oh the depths of the love, as well as the 
depths of the wisdom of Godl Why could He 
not have contented Himself with remaining 
" y«j/," without troubling Himself, especially 
at such a price, to become '*the Justifier^' of 
sinners ? He has Himself told us why, — ^be- 
cause He loved us with an everlasting love I 
because we were the objects of His daily 
delight from all eternity. Reader, wilt thou 
go with this Man f 

These are the "good-tidings of great joy*' 
which the angel announced to the shepherds 
when Christ was born, and which Christ before 
His ascension commanded to be preached to 
all people. Now, at this time, at this very 
moment, if you will accept Jesus, God is wil- 
ling to forgive you all your sins : for in Him 
He can, while completely honouring His law, 
which you have broken, be a just God^ and 
yet your Justifier, 

And now let me ask you again, — ^Will you 
not accept Him ? Will you not go with this 
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Man ? Remember what He has done only to 
be enabled to make you the offer. The Holy 
Ghost never could have inspired Paul to write 
His Epistle to the Romans, if the Holy Ghost 
had not had Jesus, and His blood, and His 
righteousness to reveal to the children of men. 
Indeed there could have been no Holy Ghost 
to guide and teach upon the earth at all, if 
Christ had not received Him from the Father, 
as the purchase of His Own blood. Christ 
had God, and man had not God, as I said to 
you in the beginning of this book, and so it 
must have remained for ever, but for Jesus; 
but for Him, man must have been for ever what 
Jesus became on the cross, — ^WITHOUT GoD. 
But the stipulated reward of His Mediatorial 
work was, that God the Father would give 
God the Holy Ghost to God the Son^ that 
God the Son might give Him to the sons of 
men* 

And now He has finished the work that His 
Father had given Him to do ; and He has re- 
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ceived the promise of the Father, and hath shed 
forth the Holy Ghost, who has received of the 
things that are Jesus Christ's, to show them to 
us. He showed them to Peter and the Apostles, 
at the day of Pentecost : and during the time 
they were on the earth. He never ceased to show 
them ; and I believe He is showing them still. 
He showed them to Paul, the day the scales 
fell from his eyes, and during the time he was 
on the earth He never ceased to show him : 
and I believe He is showing him still; and 
from the days of the Apostles unto this our 
own day, God, for Christ's sake, has ever given 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. Oh, if 
you have not yet accepted Jesus, will you not 
ask God to give you the Holy Spirit He is 
the gift of Christ's love, and when He is come 
He will open your eyes, as He has opened the 
eyes of all saved people, to see Jesus ; and if 
once your eyes are opened to see Jesus, you 
will at once accept Him. Man is blind until 
his eyes are opened by the Holy Spirit, so that 
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he cannot see Jesus ; but the man who once 
sees Him always takes Him, for He is the 
Chief among ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely. Nothing but blindness keeps men 
from accepting Jesus. Contemplate Him by 
faith: think over what you have read about 
Him, even in this book. The noble unselfish- 
ness of His self-denying love. He commendeth 
His love to us, that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for the ungodly. It was by dying 
for His enemies, yet the objects of His love, 
that He made all things ready for Paul to go to 
the Romans, and for me to come to you. What 
say you,' — ^Wilt thou go with this Man } It is 
God who asks you, and again I remind you, 
the only possible answer is — "Yes," or "No." 
Refuse, as perhaps you have too often doAe 
already, and again you will grieve His Holy 
Spirit, and trample on His love ; but if, know- 
ing and believing His love to you, you are 
constrained to answer as Rebekah did, and 
say, " / will gol' there will be joy in heaven 
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over your union with Jesus, and in so far as 
you are concerned, Christ will see of the travail 
of His soul, and be satisfied. Once more, — 
« Wilt thou go with this Man ? ** 




CHAP. IX. 

f SttI st ^axMlgf sttidixQ a iri^je fat Igia 

)TWITHSTANDING what Paul has 
preached about " no difference*' and 
the comments I have tried to make 
upon his preaching, it is possible 
there may even yet be amongst my readers 
some who think their own case hopeless, be- 
cause the sins of which their consciences accuse 
them are so far greater than most of those 
quoted from the Romans. I will therefore now 
follow Paul to Corinth, to see what sort of 
people he went amongst there, when seeking a 
bride for his Master's Son. 

It is quite true that it is God's object to 
conclude all men under sin; to stop every 
mouth, and bring in all the world guilty before 
Him : but it is for this reason, — ^that He may 
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have mercy upon all. No matter how loath- 
some and abominable they may have been, 
there are few things more rejoice God's Holy 
Spirit, than to hear the breathings of a contrite 
heart mourning over and confessing its sins. 
God delighteth in mercy. There is nothing in 
which He delights so much as to say to 2^ 
sinner, "Go in peace: thy sins are forgiven 
thee." Yet can He not show that mercy in 
which He delighteth, until the sinner feels him- 
self a sinner, and acknowledges his sins. His 
own word declares that " he that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper : but he that confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy." (Prov, 
xxviii. 13.) And s^gain: '^If we say that we 
have no sin, we d^eive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us 5 but if we confess our sina^ 
He is faithful and just to forgive u$ our sins, 
and to cleans^ us from all unrighteousness." 
(I John i. 8, 9.) 

The publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of heaven before the scribes and phari- 
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sees, said Jesus ; but this was not because the 
scribes and pharisees were not as welcome to 
the kingdom of heaven as the publicans and 
harlots. Jesus would have as gladly welcomed 
one as the other; but the Publican was more 
easily brought to see his need of Jesus than the 
Pharisee. In reality, there was no difference \ 
both had sinned, and come short ; and he who 
comes short of the kingdom of heaven, has no 
portion but the kingdom of hell. But the well'* 
conducted, moral, and strictly-living pharisee, 
careful of all the outward observances and cere- 
monies of his Church, could not so easily see as 
could the publican, that he had done things 
worthy of death. The publican, if made anxious 
about his soul, knew at once that his own con- 
duct had destroyed him, and that for a man who 
had no goodness to set off against his badness^ 
Jesus and His salvation was just suited to his 
necessity. But it was hard for a man who had 
fasted twice in the week, given tithes of all 
he possessed, and after the strictest sect of the 
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law lived a pharisee, to renounce all that ena- 
bled him to thank God he was not as other 
men, and lay at the feet of Jesus on a level 
with the publican. Yet for both pharisee and 
publican there is no other way of salvation. 
Let the worst on earth accept it, and he will 
be saved ; let the best on earth reject it for 
any other, and he must perish for ever. 

I am inclined to think that it is to illustrate 
and prove this doctrine, that the Holy Spirit 
guided Paul to give, in his description of the 
Corinthian sinners, a list of sins so widely 
different in character from the mass of those I 
quoted from his Epistle to. the Romans. I 
know perfectly, that the Romans were guilty of 
sins quite as gp-oss as the Corinthians; but those 
I have quoted are mentioned in addition ; and 
by that list, I believe the pharisee, who would 
have remained unmoved under the grosser cat- 
alogue, must be convinced of sin, and know in 
his conscience as he reads it, that in the judg- 
ment of God he has done things worthy of 
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death ; but was there no other list, the publi- 
can, and chief of sinners might turn from it in 
despair, saying, that not only were his sins too 
bad to be forgiven, but even for God to mention. 

But God has, in His mercy, knocked from 
under our feet every such excuse for unbelief; 
and in the list He has given of the washed, jus- 
tified, sanctified, and saved sinners at Corinth, 
shown us how true is the doctrine that " there 
is no difference!* that He " willeth not the death 
cf a sinner,' but " will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth'' (i Tim. ii. 4.) The list I have given 
from the Romans, if judged on the whole by 
the world's standard, is a tolerably moral and 
respectable list ; but that from the Corinthians 
tells of sins so utterly and loathsomely degra- 
ding, that had not the Holy Spirit himself seen 
fit to record them for our learning, I should 
have shrank from their rehearsal. 

" Know ye not," says Paul, " that the unrigh- 
teous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
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not deceived; neither fornicators^ nor idolaterSy 
nor adulterers^ nor effeminate^ nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind^ nor thieves^ nor cave-- 
tous, nor drunkards^ nor revilers^ nor extortion^ 
erSy shall inherit, the kingdom of God And 
such were some ofyou^ 

Such were some of you! Such were some 
of the specimens of fallen humanity, amongst 
whom Paul was led by the Holy Spirit to seek 
a bride for his Master's Son, Sinners so de- 
graded, so sunk beneath the level of the very 
brutes that perish, that it is a mere waste of 
time to say that you, oh reader, would not sit 
in the room with any one you thought could 
even tolerate them. I only quote the passage 
to show how literally true it is that there is " no 
difference ;^^ that as surely as the envious 
and deceitful man, the proud and the unmerci- 
ful, must — unless he forsakes his sins, and 
accepts God's salvation — perish; so the very 
chiefest of these Corinthian sinners needed to . 
do nothing more to save hinL The question is 
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not the amount of sin, but whether or not we 
will accept Christ Vile as these Corinthians 
were, Paul had gone amongst them, preaching 
the Gospel, and asking, " WiU thou go with 
this man f " and by the grace of God, many 
had said " / willgor It is in writing to these 
afterwards, that he gives this catalogue of 
their sins, and concludes the very verse which 
he begins with the not pleasant but faithful 
statement — ^^ Such were some of youl^ with an 
assurance of their full forgiveness. ^^ Such 
were some of you ; but ye are washed^ ye are 
sanctified^ ye are justified^ in the name of the 
Lord JesuSy and by the Spirit of our GodV 
Surely, surely none need despair. 

The history handed down to us of Paul's 
visit to Corinth, is full of interest and instruc- 
tion. On his arrival there, he found a Jew, by 
naqje Aquila, by trade a tentmaker. With 
him he took up his abode ; and that he might 
not be burdensome to any, wrought with him 
at his trade. Whether he ate, or whether he 
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drank, Paul always endeavoured to do all to 
the glory of God ; and I have no doubt that 
one of the most useful sermons he preached at 
Corinth, was the silent sermon of his conduct 
as he sat working at his craft in the workshop 
of Aquila. 

His public ministrations we find he b^an 
in the synagogue; persuading the Jews and 
the Greeks every Sabbath-day, and " testifying 
to the Jews that Jesus was Christ" But the 
Jews would not receive him; they opposed 
themselves, and blasphemed, so we read that 
"he shook his raiment, and said unto them. 
Your blood be upon your own heads ; I am 
clean; from henceforth I will go unto the 
Gentiles'' (Acts xviii. i — 6.) 

Now remember that these Jews were pro- 
fessed worshippers of the true God : and pro- 
fessed believers in His written Word; vjhile 
these Gentiles, for whom Paul left them, were 
idolaters, to whom God was an unknown God, 
and who were living in sins too abominable for 
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repetition. The lesson here taught us is 
clearly this : — that the Gospel is more likely to 
be the power of God unto salvation to the vilest 
sinner^ sunk in all the abominations of the 
Corinthians^ than to the respectable and moral 
opposer of the doctrines that Paul Preached. 

I know that what I say is offensive in the 
extreme. But why? Simply because the 
soul-destroying conduct of these learned, and 
respected and respectable Jews, is the exact 
reflection of the conduct of multitudes of the 
learned, and respected and respectable amongst 
ourselves. Should we make the most diligent 
search, I scarcely believe we could find an 
individual in the nation who would be guilty 
of the sins of the Corinthians ; yet well do 
we know that it would be easy to find, especi- 
ally amongst the mighty and the noble, and 
the talented in the land, very, very many— oh! 
how far too many — ^who would oppose, and 
who do oppose the doctrines, that are taught 
by Paul. 
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Paul preaches the doctrine of imputed right- 
eousness : saying, '' As by one niatis disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience 
of One shall many be mcule righteous'^ (Rom. 
V. 19.) Paul preaches the doctrine of salvation 
by the blood of Christ : saying, " We are Justi- 
fied by His blood; " " We are redeemed through 
His blood;'' " We are made nigh by His blood;*' 
and ^* without shedding of blood there is no 
remission!* (Rom. v. 9; Eph. i. 7 ; ii. 13 ; CoL 
i. 14; Heb. ix. 22.) Yet who can deny that 
much of the earthly learning and wisdom of 
the world is arrayed in open hostility against 
these doctrines of God, — opposing and blas- 
pheming. 

Oh, for the condemnation such are bringing 
on themselves ! When Jesus sent His disci- 
ples to preach the Gospel, He taught them, 
saying, " Whosoever shall not receive you, or 
hear you words, when you depart out gf that 
home or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 
Verily I say unto you, it shall be more toler- 
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able for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for that dty'' (Matt 
X. 14, 15.) Now Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed for their gross immorality; yet as 
sure as these words of Christ are true, it will 
be more tolerable for the inhabitants of those 
cities in the judgment, than for the man who 
hears the Gospel, and rejects it. Christ says 
this, and I believe Him. Do you ? I believe 
that if the Corinthian Jew died in his opposi- 
tion to Paul, and the Corinthian Gentile in his 
abominable wickednesses, that it would be 
more tolerable for the abominable Gentile than 
for the opposing Jew. 

The drunkard, the swearer, the liar, and all 
openly immoral and wicked people, have no 
inheritance in the kingdom of God and of 
Christ, if they die as they are. It would have 
been good for them if they had never been 
bom, fqf God says that they ^^have their part 
in the lake that bumeth with fire and brimstone!' 
(Rev. xxi. 8.) But I am decidedly of opinion. 
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and I doubt not that I have Scripture war- 
ranty for what I say, that the man whom God 
looks upon as His greatest enemy in this world, 
and who will be condemned to His sorest con- 
demnation in the next, is the man who, hearing 
and knowing the great doctrines of the Gospel, 
disbelieves and opposes them. The murderer 
has his portion in hell-fire ; yet I would rather 
stand in the judgment as some of the murder- 
ers who have been hanged lately, than as the 
author of some of the books that have been 
written lately. The one has destroyed one 
body, — ^the others are doing their bdst to des- 
troy many souls. 

Many of the Corinthian sinners to whom 
Paul went, answered his question " Wilt thou 
go with this mani* as Rebekah answered it, 
and said, " I will gol' and were washed, sanc- 
tified, and justified : but how } Paul tells us 
it was " in the name of the Lord Jesus^ and by 
the Spirit of our Godr There is no other way 
of justification ; their is no other way of sane- 
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tification ; and he who contradicts the doctrine 
of justification in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and sanctification by His Holy Spirit, opposes 
the only name, and rejects the only way given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. That 
man, continuing in his opposition, can never 
himself be washed, justified, or sanctified, and 
consequently can never be saved. (Acts iv. 12.) 
The Gospel was offered to the opposing 
Jew: but for all that the wrath and curse of 
God remained upon him. The only effect of 
Paul's preaching was to leave him harder than 
it found him. And why ? For the very same 
reason, as I have told you again and again in 
this book, that it may harden you, — ^because 
he didn't believe it : it was not mixed with faith 
in him that heard it. Instead of receiving the 
Gospel like little children, the Corinthian Jews 
began first by reasoning, then contradicting, 
then opposing, and then blaspheming; till 
at last their hearts were hardened, and the 
means of grace were taken from them. It 
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was their own fault — ^their blood was upon 
their own heads. 

But who can picture the transforming effects 
of the Gospel on the Corinthians who by faith 
received it You know what they were. I 
have copied Paul's description in his First 
Epistle ; he describes them again ixh his Se- 
cond, and I will copy that description alsa 
Remember, Paul neither exaggerates c«- flat- 
ters : but calls persons and things exactly by 
their right names. He did not hesitate to put 
these people in mind of precisely what they 
had been; and now he speaks of them as 
precisely what they are. The names he gives 
them in his Second Epistle, describe as truly 
what they became, as did the names in his 
First describe truly what they had been. No 
sooner did they accept Christ, than he said to 
them "Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye 
are justified." But as if these were light ex- 
pressions to convey an idea of the high estate 
to which as believers they had been raised. 
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when exhorting them in his Second Epistle to 
walk worthy of their calling, he writes thus, — 
^^ I am jealous over you with godly jealousy^ for 
I have espoused you to One Husband^ that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ^ 
(2 Cor. xi. 2.) 

Oh, dear reader, who can describe the height 
and depth, the length and breadth of the me- 
tamorphosis that had taken place in these 
Corinthians ? Verily God can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean. Remember what 
they were; look at what they are. But a little 
while ago, covered with unforgiven sin, and 
accursed of God, and a curse to one another, 
these people were living in the. practice of 
the most revolting wickedness ; but now, not 
only are they washed, justified, sanctified : but 
Paul is jealous over them with a godly jea- 
lousy, because he has espoused them^ he says, to 
One Husbandj that he may present them as a 
chaste virgin unto Christ ! 

If it was not so written, who would dare to 
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use this language ? But these are not the 
words of Paul, but the words of the Holy 
Ghost Oh may He who dictated them to 
Paul, help us to reflect on them. Again I 
say, think what these Corinthians were ; again 
I say, look what they became, through faith 
in the offer made them. Not only in that 
moment were they without spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing : but in the sight of God, 
and God Himself being the Judge, chaste 
enough^ pure enough^ holy enough to be presented 
as a bride to His Son. The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's Son, had cleansed them from all 
sin. The best robe, the marriage garment, the 
robe of righteousness was upon them: and 
washed in this blood, and clothed in this righ- 
teousness, Christ could say to them, and did say 
to them, " Behold thou art fair, my love, behold 
thou art fair!' (Cant i. 15.) The Son could re- 
joice, and did rejoice over the bride He has won; 
and the Father could rejoice, and did rejoice to 
see the bride that had accepted His Son. 
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Whenever the eye of God fell on the self- 
righteous opposer of the Gospel at Corinth, 
the light of His countenance was instantly 
turned away from him : for God is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity : and that man's 
iniquity was still upon him, because he rejected 
Jesus. But one of the greatest delights God 
ever had upon the earth, was in contemplat- 
ing these justified and sanctified Corinthians. 
From the moment they said, "I will go with 
Jesus," they were not only never out of His 
mind, but never out of His sight. Never again 
was His eye off them. They had become His, 
for they were united to His Son : they were to 
Him as the Lamb's wife : the purchase of His 
blood : members of His body. His flesh, and 
of His bones. They were His children, and 
from that moment He dealt with them as a 
father dealeth with his children. He guided 
them, He taught them. He fed them with food 
convenient for them ; He even corrected them 
when they needed it. Many a time they did 
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not understand His dealings, for He led them, 
as Abraham's servant did Rebekah, by a way 
that they knew not ; but all His leadings were 
in love, and from the moment they said, " I 
will go," He never left them nor forsook them : 
long sifice they have all appeared before Him in 
glory. 

Reader, it shall be the same with you if you 
will go with this Man. I wonder if you yet 
believe that all this is true, and that there is 
such a Person as Jesus Christ 

Remember that God sees everybody either 
as He saw the unbelieving Jews or believing 
Corinthians. There is no middle class, and well 
would it be if men would receive this truth : 
but, receive it, or not, it is so ; and the man who 
is not the child of God, is the child of the 
devil. 

Oh, how important to you then is the ques- 
tion. Whose are you ? When God looks at you, 
does He see a believing, or an unbelieving 
sinner } While your eye is upon this question, 
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His eye is upon you, and no matter what your 
Christianity may have cost you, are you not 
repaid for it all at this moment, if you can 
say. By the grace of God He sees a believer ? 
But if you cannot say so, do you not wish that 
you could ? Do you think sin has ever given 
you the pleasure that it would give you to 
know that all the past was blqtted out, and 
that whqn God looked at you. He saw you as 
He saw these justified Corinthians? 

Think what He does see when He looks at 
you. Nothing is concealed from Him; He 
knows your past and present ; you are naked 
and open to Him with whom you have to do. 
God is greater than your heart, and knows all 
that you know. But if your heart condemns 
you ju§t now, do not dwell long on this. You 
are not happy ; look away from yourself, and 
think what He sees when His eyes rest upon 
His justified and sanctified people. He sees 
that which is to Him the most loveable and 
beloved object under heaven, — a people with- 
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out iniquity or perverseness, without spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, — a people, who 
through the finished work of His own gift of 
Jesus, are pure, spotless, perfect : lacking no- 
thing, but complete in Him. As He looks at 
them. He takes pleasure in them : He delight- 
eth in them ; He sees nothing like them that 
His hands have made : for it is He that has 
made them : they are His own workmanship, 
— not His creation work, but His redemption 
work ; they fell from what He made them at 
creation, until they were too loathsome for 
Him to look at; but He has created them 
anew in Christ Jesus ; and now He sees, not 
the Corinthian sinner, but a clean thing, 
brought out of an unclean : a chaste virgin, 
the fairest work His hands have ever made, — 
a being so chaste, so pure, so holy, that she 
is chaste enough, pure enough, holy enough 
to be presented as a bride to His Son. 

Oh, do you not wish that when th^ eye of 
God rested on you. He saw you as He sees 
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His people ? And why should it not be so ? 
Let not unbelief stand between you and God. 
In one moment the great reality of all these 
great and real things may be your own. The 
Jesus that I preach to you, is the Jesus that 
Paul preached to the Corinthians ; and He is 
the same Jesus, yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. Accept Him under my teaching, as 
they accepted Him under Paul's, and the Holy 
Ghost bids me to say to you exactly what 
Paul said to them. Be your sins past what 
they may, accept Christ, and in that moment 
you are washed, justified, sanctified ; and what 
Paul was to the Corinthians, so shall I be to you 
— ^the honoured instrument in God's hands of 
espousing you to One Husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin unto Christ. 

Reader, "Wilt thou go with this Man.?" 
It will delight the heart of God, if you say, 
" I will go." It will grieve His Spirit, if you 
say you will not. I ask you again, — "Wilt 
thou go with this Man } " 




X. 

|t was a wonderful metamorphosis : 
these Corinthian sinners, washed, 
sanctified, justified, — these veriest 
slaves of Satan become the children 
of God, espoused to one Husband, that they 
might be presented as a chaste virgin unto 
Christ ! 

And this had been effected by preaching, 
—or rather by simple faith in the Word 
preached. These people heard the Word of 
God, and believed it; and, believing, their 
abominable sins were all washed away, and 
they became the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

In all ages, it has pleased God, by the fool- 
ishness of preaching, to save them that be- 
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lieve. Woe to them who despise preachings I 
Paul went to Corinth, and preached Christ 
crucified. " / determined not to know anything 
among you^^ he said, " but Christ and Him 
crucified^ To some his preaching was *' a 
stumbling block,'' to some, "foolishness,'' but to 
as many as believed, whether Jew or Greek, 
" Christ crucified" was " the power of God unto 
salvation," (See i Cor. i. 22.) 

Going to preach to such a set of people as 
these Corinthians, and working such a work as 
he worked among them, we feel naturally in- 
clined to inquire how Paul began his ministry. 
Thanks be to God, we have been left in no 
doubt about the matter ; for Paul tells us him- 
self, in very plain and unmistakeable language, 
exactly how he began. " / delivered unto youl^ 
he says, "first of all, that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins" (i Cor. xv. 3.) 

Now it is impossible to conceive how any 
two classes of sins could be more opposite in 
their nature than those committed by Paul 
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the persecutor, the blasphemer, the injurious 
opponent of Christ and His Gospel, and those 
committed by these Corinthians ; yet the truth 
that Paul preached to them, was the first that 
he himself received, " Christ died for our sifis'' 
The fact is remarkable, in that it evidently 
teaches, that for the self-righteous pharisee who 
verily thought he ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus, and for the 
abominable Corinthian wallowing in unclean- 
ness and sunk below the brutes that perish, 
there is but one saving truth — *' Christ died for 
our sins;'' and it was because both he and 
they had received this truth, that Paul was able 
to say of himself, "/ obtained mercy : " and of 
them, " / have espoused you to one Husband^ 
that I may present you as a chaste virgin unto 
Christr 

Oh, you who poison your minds with the 
trashy and often immoral publications of the 
present day, say when did fiction ever paint 
such a love-story as this true story of the love 
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of Christ ? — ^'Christ died for our sins'' Cun- 
ningly devised fables tell us how heroes have 
delivered enchanted princesses, risking their 
lives in combat with giants and monsters; and 
history tells of kings and princes who have gone 
in disguise amongst their subjects, better to 
acquaint themselves with their characters^ and 
to learn better how to serve them ; but what 
writer of romance or history ever conceived, in 
the wildest dream of his imagination, such a 
history of love as the history of the love of 
Jesus ! For love, " God was manifest in the 
flesh'' He by whom all things were made, and 
without whom nothing was m^ule that was 
madey — made Himself of no reputation^ and 
took upon Him the form of a servant ^ and was 
made in the likeness of m£7iy and became obedi- 
ent unto deaths even the death of the cross^ that 
He might redeem and win for His bride, the 
utterly degraded and willing captives of that 
old serpent the devil 

I say again — ^who, in the wildest dream of 
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his imagination, ever conceived such a love 
as this ? Yet this did GOD for love. Think 
who God is. Have you thought f Now then, 
remembering who He is, remember this is the 
story of His love. He saw man in his pollu- 
tion and lying in his blood. He saw him in 
his (degradation and willing captivity, and He 
saw the end of that captivity. There was no 
eye to pity, no arm to save. Then, said He, 
"Z(?, / cornel^ — come to save to the uttermost, 
and supply every need of man. " Loy I cornel' 
to cleanse the filthy, to clothe the naked, and 
to anoint the needy with My Holy Spirit. I 
will prepare wherewithal to cleanse; I will 
prepare wherewithal to clothe, and your anoin- 
ting shall be of Me, saith the Lord. And all 
this, oh, my people, because I have entered 
into a covenant with thee; and when I entered 
into that covenant, thou becamest Mine. That 
covenant was of Myself, made in Christ, and 
with Christ, and by Christ, before the founda- 
tions of the world ; and that not for any fore- 
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seen merit in thee, oh my people, above thy 
fellows, but only and simply because I loved 
thee, and chose thee. " / have loved thee with 
an everlasting love, THEREFORE with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee ;'* or, as it is in the 
margin, " have I extended loving-kindness unto 
theer (Jer. xxxi. 3.) • 

This I believe to be God's own account of 
His own love. He loved His people because 
He loved them, and not because they were a 
better people than any other. Let those who 
dispute this doctrine say, — Were these Corin- 
thians objects of God's love, loved by Him, 
and chosen for their goodness ? 

Very clear and full is the teaching of Scrip- 
ture as regards this doctrine. It was when 
man was lying in his low and lost estate that 
God said unto him " LIVE." 



" When I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted 
in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou 
wast in thy blood, LiVE ; yea, I said unto thee 
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when thou wast in thy bloody LIVE." (Ezek. 
xvi. 6.) What could be more loathsome than 
the state of the beloved, when He who loved 
her, said unto her, LiVE ? Yet how strong 
must have been the love that drew forth that 
word from the lips of God the Saviour. To 
say^t was to consign HIMSELF to death, for 
the life He gave must be purchased with His 
own blood. Yet there was no hesitation in His 
love ; He gave unto us everlasting life, and A 
BODY was prepared Him, in which He might 
lay down His life as a ransom for the life He 
gave : "/ delivered unto you, first of ally that 
which I also received^ how that Christ died for 
our sins'' Reader, " Wilt thou go with this 
Manf" 

Let me here transcribe a translation of an 
old Latin inscription, which was once given 
me by a dear friend, and which I then copied 
into a blank leaf in my Bible. May God bless 
it 
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For the servant 
For the guilty 
For the debtor 
For the sick . 
For the flock 
For the subject 
For the soldier 
For the work 
For man 



The Master dies. 

The Innocent 

The Creditor. 

The Physician. 

The Shepherd. 

TheKii^. 

The Leader. 

The Maker. 

God manifest in the flesh. 



What shall the servant, the gfuilty, the 
debtor, the sick, the flock, the subject, the 
soldier, the work, the man, render ? Let HIM 
LOVE. 

With the exception of this of Jesus of 
Nazareth, I know of no well authenticated 
history that tells us of a man laying down his 
life from the pure and unselfish desire to 
benefit the object of his love. I do not say 
such a thing has not been, for peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die ; 
but " God commendeth His love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
usr (Rom. V. 8.) Died for us, not because we 
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loved Him, but that He loved us ; not because 
He had our love, but to gain it ; and now He 
pleads, — Love Me, because I first loved you, 
and laid down My life for your sake. Wilt 
thou not go with this Man ? Think how un- 
changing has been His love: the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. Mercy and 
goodness have followed you all the days of 
your life, and only give yourself to Him, and 
they shall follow you through eternity. Never 
yet did He ever leave or lose one that gave 
himself to Him. Take Him, — and as it was 
said of His disciples, so shall it be said of you, 
— " Having loved His own which were in the 
worldy He loved them unto the end^ Nothing 
ever could quench His love, nothing ever will 
quench it. He bore the wrath and curse of 
God, that it might be preached to every 
creature ; and no creature ever yet believed in 
it and accepted Him, who was afterwards 
separated from His love. Paul, the chief of 
sinners, believed in it, and accepted Him ; and 
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after about twenty-five years of experience, 
what does He say? "/ am persuaded that 
neither deaths nor life^ nor angels y nor principa- 
lities ^ nor powers y nor things present ^ nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord^ 
(Rom. viii. 38, 39.) 

Death, with its fears and terrors, was before 
Paul when he wrote this : and he knew it It 
is also before you. Fear not, but be persuaded 
as Paul was, and go with this Man, 

IJfe, with its trials and temptations, was 
before Paul when he wrote this : and he knew 
it. It is also before you. Fear not, but be 
persuaded as Paul was, and go with this Man. 

Angels, principalities, and powers of dark- 
ness, were all leagued against Paul when he 
wrote this, and had been from the moment 
he accepted Jesus ; and as surely as you take 
Jesus, they will be leagued against you. Yet, 
though Paul had been in conflict with these 
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for years, and had the prospect of years of 
conflict still before him, he says, — "/ am per- 
suadedr Say the same. Fear not, but be 
persuaded as Paul was, and go with this Man, 

You have gloomy views of things present 
If it was not for things present, you say you 
would take Christ. No matter what things 
present may be, — they are God's ordering. 
No matter what things present may call on 
you to sacrifice,^ — it is God's call. Fear not 
for yourself: fear not for your family. Be 
persuaded as Paul was, and go with this Man, 

But it is not the things present, it is the 
things to come. I could accept Christ, you 
say, just now ; but when tribulation, or perse- 
cution ariseth for the Word's sake, and I am 
tried and tempted as I know^I shall be, I feel 
that I shall fall away, and it would be better 
for me to make no profession, than to profess 
and fall away. Brother, accept Christ, and 
God is able to make all grace abound towards 
you, and to keep you from falling. (2 Cor. 
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IX. 8, and Jude 24.) Have faith in God, and 
fear not, — be persuaded^ as Paul was, and go 
with this Man. 

Finally, there is no height of distance be- 
tween you and God — no depth of sin into 
which you can possibly have sunk — no creature 
in you or out of you, whether in heaven, earth, 
or hell, that shall be able to separate you from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, if 
you will only receive by faith what Paul 
preached to the Corinthians, — ^^ Christ died for 
our sins ; " and go with this Man, 

''WILT THOU GO WITH THIS MANV 
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|ILT thou go with this Man?'* 1 
am approaching the end of my 
little book, and perhaps you have 
not yet said "I will go." If so, 
excuse me for again pressing on you the 
question, — Do you believe the offer made you 
to be a real one ? I cannot understand any one 
who does, rejecting it; and, therefore, once 
more ask, — Are you persuaded with anything 
approaching to a realizing certainty, that the 
invisible Person, Jesus Christ, is positively exis- 
tent ; that the story of His love is a true story ; 
and that when He asks you, as He does now 
through me, to forsake your father's house 
and all that you have, and enter into a mar- 
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riage covenant with Himself, it is as real and 
true an offer as if made to you by a fellow 
creature ? If you believe it, and now start to 
go with this Man, as sure as GOD IS, the time 
will arrive when you will see Him for yourself, 
— see Him as He is : the time will arrive when 
in the presence of assembled worlds, the King 
in His beauty will acknowledge you as His 
chosen and beloved ; and, as the daughter of 
the King of kings and bride of the Lamb, 
cause you to sit down with Him on His throne. 
If you will go with this Man, all this will 
prove itself to be as real and true as God is 
real and true ; but I remind you again, as I 
have so often done before, the Word preached 
will not profit you, unless it is mixed with 
faith in you who hear it ; and I so often repeat 
this, because I fear it may not be mixed with 
faith in you. 

But there is another thing besides unbelief 
that will do all it can to prevent you from 
saying, — " I will go with this Man." It is the 
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love of the things in your father's house. If 
it was not for what you must give up, you say, 
you would go. 

Now think what the love of Christ induced 
Him to give up for you : to give up, that He 
might be enabled even to make you an offer 
of Himself, and put you in a position to accept 
Him. You know something about it. "Though 
He was rich, for your sake He became poor." 
You know something of how poor. Let me 
ask you first to think how poor He became 
for you. It may soften your heart a little, 
and make you willing to give up something 
for Him. And then, dear reader, think se- 
condly, of the comparative value between 
what you are called upon to give up and 
what to accept " What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?" 

Surely you have faith enough to believe 
that Jesus, who is the Wisdom of God, is wiser 
than you are ; and that He loves you too well 
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ever to wish you to do anything that is not 
good for you. If He calls on you to give up 
anything, no matter how dear, you may be 
quite sure it is the best tjhing you can do to 
give it up. Let it be as dear as a right hand 
or as a right eye, you are mad if you keep any- 
thing of which Jesus has said, " Part with it ;^' 
and the moment Jesus says, "Part with it," 
though the thing niay be lawful in itself, from 
that moment to keep it is sin. Jesus asks us 
to part with nothing but sin, but that we must 
part with, or part with Him. 

Sin, most likely, is very dear to you; not 
perhaps open and gross sin,* but something 
that is not God: something that takes His 
place in your heart : something that you love 
and serve more than Him. Now one of the 
greatest of all sins and the root of all others, 
is to "worship and serve the creature more 
than the Creator;" for this is to break the 
first commandment, which says, — " Thou shalt 
have none other gods before Me." If you 
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have anything in your heart you are not 
willing to make secondary to God, you are 
guilty of breaking the first commandment. 
Christ calls on you to part with that thing, be 
it what it may, and to put Him in its place ; 
and it is in His wisdom and in His love that 
He calls. Let it go, and go with this Man, 
and you will for ever bless God that you let 
it go; but either it or Christ must go, for it 
hath pleased God that in all things Christ 
should have the pre-eminence ; and it is only 
mocking Him and deceiving yourself, to say 
you will take Him, unless you are prepared 
to put Him before all things. In the instant 
you accept Christ, "thy Maker is thy Hus* 
band ;" and would you expect even an earthly 
husband to consent to be loved and honoured 
only in a secondary degree? Can you then 
think that thy Husband, the Lord from heaven 
— " the Lord of Hosts is His Name, and thy 
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel, the God of 
the whole earth shall He be called" — will 
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consent to let you keep your old lords and 
your old gods, when you say, — ^^ I will go with 
this Man?" 

Count the cost : for the old lords and the 
old gods must be given up, or Christ must be 
again refused. I say again, for though I hope 
to have many readers who have accepted 
Christ, I expect to have few to whom He has 
never been offered : you refused Him long 
ago, for the very reason that makes you un- 
willing to accept Him now, — ^because if you 
accept Him you must give up sin. What has 
sin done for you since first you heard of Christ.^ 
Has it repaid you for what you have lost by 
keeping it } Look at what you are. Look 
at what you might have beea Let your 
worldly prosperity be what it may, your best 
side shows you a forgetter of God, in the full 
enjoyment of the pleasures of sin : the reverse 
discovers an unpardoned unsaved sinner, having 
no hope, and without God in the world. Your 
brightest dreams have no wider extent than 
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this life; and let your present happiness be 
what it may, if your medical man was to put 
his hand upon your pulse, and tell you that 
you must die now, your happiness would be 
gone now and for ever» 

This, at your best estate, is what you are ; 
but what might you not have been ? " Begot- 
ten again unto a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to -an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for youl^ 
you might have been the child of the Father^ 
and heir of His glory ; the beloved of the Son, 
and the temple of God. (i Cor. iii. i6.) Even 
these truths, wonderful as they are, do not 
convey to you all that you might have been. 
And all this you may be still : then will you 
be so mad as to refuse Christ again ? You 
have destroyed yourself, you have doomed 
yourself, soul and body, to everlasting ruin — 
but God again offers you pardon and Christ 
Jesus : will you again reject His offer ? You 
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must give the answer to God, not to me ; for 
it is not I, but He who asks, — " Wilt thou go 
with this Man ? " 

Do you ever remember how greatly you are 
in debt to God ? You fancy you can do very 
well without Christ at present, but what will 
you do if you have not Christ in the day that 
God says, — ^^Pay Me that thou owest f " • You 
may think just now that your sins have not 
been very great ; and, as I have already shown, 
that in the matter of salvation or condemna- 
tion that makes ^^no difference** I will not 
again combat that position ; but, meeting you 
on your own ground, I ask you, — Did you ever 
leave a bill unpaid for a year or two, with a 
creditor from whom you were in the habit of 
frequently purchasing articles that Were in- 
dividually of small value? I think no man 
ever did, who was not astonished at the sum 
total when his bill was sent in to him. Many 
have learnt to their cost in thifi world, that 
debts contracted for small sums, and neglected 
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for long periods, swell to large amounts ; some- 
times so large that they have found it difficult, 
yea, impossible, to pay them. 

Now if this be so with debts on earth, and 
neglected for a few years, what mind can 
calculate, even supposing every item to be the 
smallest, the amount of the debt a sinner con- 
tracts in a lifetime with God ! 

How old are you ? From the day you 
could think and speak until this hour, you 
have been getting into debt with God. You 
have never rendered to Him in any one day 
of your life, a faithful stewardship of that 
which He entrusted to you; and you have 
never lessened by a single farthing, the amount 
contracted in the days preceding. Day by 
day and year by year, you have been steadily 
increasing your debt, and God has Himself 
been most honestly and faithfully keeping 
your account At this very moment, unless 
you are Christ's, and He has paid it for you, 
9A these pages are befpre you, so your debt 13 
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before God. Line upon line, page upon page, 
the register of what each day He entrusted to 
you, and the register of what each day you 
rendered to Him, is all before Him, No mo- 
ment of your life has ever been forgotten, — 
every one is noted there, and described as how 
, spent : and grant the individual items of sin 
to be as small as you are pleased to call them, 
your debt to God must now be very large and 
heavy. It has never troubled you, perhaps, 
for God has never yet demanded payment; 
but for all that, the day will come when He 
will demand it. It may be to-day, or not for 
a few years; but be it when it may, it will 
come: and if, in the day of reckoning, that 
debt still stands against you, think with what 
agony you will see the books opened, and the 
long long pages of that bill unfolded. Your 
Creditor will then demand, — " Pay Me that 
thou owest ; " and with what will you meet it ? 
You will have nothing wherewith to pay. Those 
who have accepted Christ, will then be called 



How Rich you might be I 185 

to sit with Him on His throne; but before 
you there will be nothing but the debtor's pri- 
son, from which you shall in no wise come out 
till you have paid the uttermost farthing. 

Reader, if you are out of Christ, you are 
greatly in debt to God ; and it would be better 
for you that you had never been bom, than to - 
appear before God with these debts unpaid. 
Think, then, I charge you solemnly, before 
you again reject Jesus. Take Him, just as 
you are, and He will take you and pay all 
your debts. Oh, how happy you would feel if 
you owed God nothing, except to love Him; 
This will immediately be your position if you 
will go with this Man. 

Again: If you accept Jesus, not only will 
He pay for you all that great debt you owe to 
God, but He will give you of His riches ; so 
that henceforth you shall not only have enough 
for your own need, but " enough and to spared 
This was one of the thoughts that sent the 
prodigal back to his father. "How many 
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hired servants in my fathef^s house have bresk) 
enough and to spare f " 

Did you ever reflect on the usdefssmefsd ad 
well as the sinfulness of merely living for this 
world. You may be a hundred years old, but 
unless Christ has done it in you or by you, 
you have never done a single act in, your 
whole life that has brought glory to God, or 
done real and permanent good either to your- 
self or your fellow creatures. 

This may seem to you a hard saying, but I 
will prove it from your own case. You are a 
man who has lived for the world } Yes, you 
reply, you have; and you are also a living 
witness that my statement is not true. What- 
ever may be the case with other people, you, 
you say, have most unquestionably done much 
real good to yourself. You began life with 
few advantages ; but you denied yourself, 
watched your opportunities, and made the 
most of them ; and now having lived for some 
years steadily for the world, you find yourself, 
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though hardly in the prime of life, with rank, 
fame, fortune, and you know not that you 
have a wish ungratified. Will I say to you, 
you ask, that you have not done any real 
good to yourself? 

Oh, brother, if you had lived as steadily for 
God as you have for the world, you would 
indeed have had rank and fame and fortune ; 
and durable and substantial would have been 
the real good you would have done yourself. 
As it is, the good you have done yourself is a 
shadow. I will answer your question with 
another. How long have you to live.^ You 
say you do not know. Let me tell you. Your 
life is co-eternal with God's. You have to live 
as long as God lives. 

It is true your life is not to be passed in 
this world. Your life in this world may be 
over any moment, and most certainly will be 
over some moment, — "then whose shall those 
things be that thou hast provided.?" Your 
life in this world bears a less proportion to the 
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life that is before you, than does the millionth 
part of a grain of sand to a million worlds 
crushed into powdier ; but He who had power 
to place you here, and who gives no account 
of His actions to any, has revealed to you 
that it is His intention to place you in another 
world — in another as real and actual as the one 
you now inhabit, — ^with this difference : that 
whereas this is temporal and passing away, so 
that every day there is a day less of it ; that 
to which you are hastening is unchangeable 
and eternal. It js written, — "This corrupti- 
ble must put on incomiption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality," and you, oh reader, 
whoever you are, — ^your mind, body, spirit,-^ 
your thoughts, capabilities, perceptions, recol- 
lections, — ^your very self, in short, as real and 
identical to yourself as you are at this minute, 
— have to spend eternity in a world of misery, 
or a world of glory. Whether it be misery or 
glory, depends upon what you live for here; 
and can you be said to have done any real 
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good to yourself, if you have made no pro- 
vision for eternity, but only gained the things 
of this world ? 

You remember the rich man in hell, who 
being in torments, lifted up his eyes, and 
cried for water: and you remember the an- 
swer he got, — "5^«, thou in thy life time re- 
ceivedst thy good things^ If you were at this 
moment in your coffin, would the good you 
have done to yourself do you more good than 
" the good things " he had in this life, did the 
rich man when he was in he^l ? 

A day out of a life-time is a far longer 
period than a life-time out of eternity ; and 
with greater show of truth might a ruined 
prodigal maintain through his life of beggary, 
that he had done good to himself in sacrificing 
his all for a night of mad excitement at the 
gaming table, as for a man to maintain that 
he had done good to himself who had pur- 
sued and gained nothing but the things of 
this world. "What shall it profit a man if he 
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shall gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?" 

The same argument applies to your fellow- 
creatures. You may be the greatest philan- 
thropist on earth, with the power of carrying 
out your philanthropy to your heart's content, 
but if you have never done anything for the 
spiritual welfare of your fellow-creatures, you 
have never done any real good. He who has 
given away a tract which God has blessed, 
or spoken a word in season to the saving of 
a soul, has done ipore real good on the earth 
than all the natural philanthropy of all the 
unrenewed men that have ever lived since the 
world began. 

It is a positive fact that without Christ no 
man can do real good, either to himself or 
others. Jesus Himself for ever settled the 
matter when He said, " Without Me ye can do 
nothing^ (John xv. 5.) But take Christ, and 
not only will He pay all your great debt to 
God, but will with Himself freely give you all 
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things. What these things are, the Holy Ghost 
will teach you : for when you take Christ, He 
will baptize you with the Holy Ghost (John i. 
33) ; and when the Holy Ghost is come, He 
will take of the things that are Jesus Christ's, 
and show them unto you. (John xvi. 13 — 15.) 

Oh how very, very rich is the man who has 
got Jesus I God Himself describes him as 
^^ complete in Himl^ and lacking nothing. Ac- 
cept Him, and you will not only have all suffi- 
ciency for yourself, but out of your abundance 
you shall be able to supply the need of others. 
You shall be so rich, that you shall have 
" enough and to spare!^ 

Accept Jesus, I say again, and with a bouijty 
that has no limit but your own will, you will have 
the unsearchable riches of Christ to scatter; 
and with the same truths that made you rich, 
you may make rich many a poor, needy, help- 
less, hopeless sinner, now on the road to hell, 
without even as much knowledge of God's 
truth as to know that he is going there. 
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Who is so truly rich upon the earth as he 
who has wherewithal to bring glory to God, 
and to do real good to his fellow-creatures? 
These riches may all be yours, if you will 
accept God's offer, and go with this Man. 

To enable man to do good to others, is an 
honour that cometh from God only. The 
very desire is Christ-like ; and those that are 
Christ's have both the desire and the power. 
If you have lived without Christ, you have 
done nothing either for God or man in the 
past. If you would now take Christ, what 
might you not do both for God and man in 
the future ! What a blessing on the earth 
might you be, who have hitherto been no 
blessing! , 

Many a time do I, the poor writer of this 
book, think of what was, and what is, — or at 
least of what has been since I accepted Jesua 
For forty-four years of my life, my object was 
to pass time pleasantly; so long as the day 
was spent agreeably I was satisfied. During 
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those years, whatever harm I may have 
done, I do not believe I ever did any real 
good to a human being. From 1835 until 
1854, with the exception of about three years, 
the greater part of my time was spent in Scot- 
land, where I rented moors and fisheries. My 
greatest idea of pleasure was to shoot grouse 
and catch salmon. 

I believe, at the different shooting quarters 
I rented, I treated the poor with an average 
liberality,— contributing to the different col- 
lections what I fancied would be expected, 
with an odd five shillings when an old woman 
lost her cow ; but what I considered my great 
act of kindness to the people, and that for 
which I expected them to be most thankful, 
was to give them, at the end of the shooting 
season, a dance and supper. Now let not the 
philanthropist imagine that I intend to com- 
pare his philanthropy with mine. I put his on 
the very highest scale, mine on the very low- 
est : only maintaining, that to the recipients of 
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our kindnesses it will be all the same a hun- 
dred years hence. 

To this party of mine all the tenants in 
the neighbourhood, with their wives and their 
daughters, were invited ; as also the gamekeep- 
ers, the gillies, the shopkeepers of the village, 
my own servants, and all and sundry and every 
acquaintance that any of these liked to bring. 
They were very merry. Late in the evening 
perhaps some were very noisy; and early in 
the morning I have seen some very tipsy. It 
would be daylight, perhaps, when a number 
of both sexes, giving me three cheers, and 
thanking me for my kindness, would cry, — 
"God bless you," and start on their ways 
home. 

They thanked me for my kindness : but was 
it kindness.^ They cried, "God bless me!" 
but could either they or I expect God's bles- 
sing on such a meeting. It is true it was in- 
tended kindly, and as a return for kindness 
to those who had taken care of my shootings 
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and preserved my game, and I knew no better 
way of saying, "I am much obliged to you;" 
yet again I ask, Was it kindness ? 

In the end of 1854 it pleased God to bring 
home with power to my heart, that it would 
profit me nothing if I gained the whole world 
and lost my own soul. After much conflict 
with sin and unbelief, I was enabled to receive 
the truth, — "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's 
Son, cleanseth from all sin." If from ally then, 
great and many and to my eyes unpardon- 
able as they were, it could cleanse from mine. 
So by the grace of God I accepted Jesus, and 
have now, like the Corinthians, Scripture war- 
ranty for saying, I am washed, I am sanctified, 
I am justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. It is true that 
I rejoice, and say it with trembling, — for though 
I have no doubt as to the justification, I am 
most dissatisfied with the sanctification ; still 
it is not out of what / aniy but out of what He 
is, that I am to get my hope, and peace, and 
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joy: and certainly, though I am not what I 
should be, I am not what I was. 

Since I believed in God, it has pleased Him 
to open to me many doors of usefulness, and 
instead of a shooter of grouse and catcher of 
salmon, I have become a fisher of men. As 
I used to have at my shooting quarters, so do 
I still have meetings and gatherings wherever 
I go ; but instead of asking those who come, 
to dance, I ask them to pray ; and instead of 
feeding them with the meat which perisheth, I 
offer them that Bread, of which if a man eat 
he shall never die, and point them to that 
Flesh which "is Meat indeed," and to that 
Blood which " is Drink indeed." (See John 
vi. SI and 55.) 

And in the humblest gratitude would I say 
that it has pleased God greatly to bless these 
meetings. I am afraid lest I should seem to 
exalt myself; but remember, I am not speak- 
ing of what I have wrought, but of what God 
has wrought^ by a hell-deserving sinner, who 
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has accepted Jesus, and tried to scatter the 
unsearchable riches of His truth. To Him be 
the whole honour and glory and praise and 
gratitude> for ever. But I believe that I, who 
recorded a few pages back that up to the year 
1854 I had never by a single act either brought 
glory to God or done good to man, may now 
record that I have done such good to man as 
shall redound to the glory of God for ever 
and ever I 

Glory be to God for it ; that many sinners 
afe now in heaven who first received the Gos- 
pel from my lips. Glory be to God for it ; 
that many more are now on their road to 
heaven, who first received the Gospel from my 
lips. And glory be to God for it, I say again ; 
many of these, my children, have brought 
others, their children, and consequently my 
grand-children, to Christ; and these others 
have brought others, and these others others, 
— I know not in the last ten years unto how 
many generations of spiritual children. 
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And once more I say, Glory be to God 
for it ; the sowing, and the reaping, the seed- 
time, and the harvest, are not yet ended : nor 
do I believe they will ever end as long as the 
world shall stand. I have no doubt that the 
good seed of God's Word which I have been 
privileged to scatter, and some of the fruits 
of which I have been privileged to see, will 
yield seed again, and bear fruit again after 
its kind : which will seed again, and bear fruit 
again: and so go on seeding and fruiting, 
seeding and fruiting, to the glory of God and 
the salvation of souls, not only when I am in 
my grave, but until time shall be no more.. 

Compare the happiness I must feel in being 
able to write this, with the pleasure the best 
salmon fishing or grouse shooting could ever 
give me. Compare the happiness and plea- 
sure it gave me when a half tipsy party shook 
me by the hand, and cried, after a dance and 
supper, "God bless you," with the pleasure 
I have felt when, passing through the people 
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after speaking to them about Jesus, some hand, 
the face of whose owner perhaps I never saw, 
has been slipped quietly into mine, and I have 
heard the same words whispered, — " God bless 
you!" 

Think not I write these things in the spirit 
of boasting. To record something of what 
God can do, and has been pleased to do with 
the chief of sinners, I think may encourage 
others, and therefore I record it ; but I record 
at the same time, to my shame, that I believe 
many of those who call me their spiritual 
father, are much farther on in the Divine life 
than I am; and I earnestly request every 
Christian who reads this book to pray that I 
may keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection, lest after I have preached to others 
I myself should be a castaway, (i Corin. ix. 

27.) 

But perhaps you will say, that if you accepted 
Christ you would not have the opportunities 
that I have had, and could not hope to do the 
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same good That may or may not be, as it 
may please God ; but if you will accept Him, 
you will become a living member of His body, 
and will most certainly be of use to the Body. 
You may not be a mouth, or any prominent 
member ; but if you become a member at all, 
you will be a great addition to the Body. The 
body is not one member, but many. If the 
foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I 
am not of the body, — is it therefore not of the 
body ? And if the ear shall say. Because I am 
not the eye, I am not of the body, — is it therefore 
not of the body } If the whole body were an 
eye, where were the hearing } If the whole 
were hearing, where were the smelling ? But 
now hath God set the members, every one of 
them in the body, as it hath pleased Him. 
And if they were all one member, where were 
the body ? But now are there many members, 
yet but one body. And the eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no need of you ; nor 
again, the head to the foot, I have no need of 
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you. God forbid that either you or I should 
ever think of ourselves otherwise than as Paul 
thought of himself, — " less than the least of all 
saints." Still,* for all that, accept Christ, and 
be you the weakest thing, or the basest thing 
on earth, not only will the Head never say to 
you, "I have no need of you," but, while I speak 
it with reverence, I will add, you may be quite 
sure the Head has need of you. 

The believer knows that he is in himself no- 
thing, and owes all that he is to grace ; yet this 
unspeakable glory belongs to the very least 
of God's people, — he is a member of Christ's 
body, of Christ's flesh, and of Christ's bones, 
and without him the Body of Christ would not 
be perfect. 

God never chose any man for the service He 
could get out of him after his conversion. No 
idea can be more erroneous, and indeed of late 
years, I know of few that have done more 
harm than the notion that directly a man thinks 
himself converted, he must go out and preach. 
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I am far from saying that there have not been, 
and may not often be cases in which the direct 
leadings of God bring newly-converted men 
before the public, but I do say that there are 
more ways of serving Christ than by public 
preaching, and I repeat again, that every 
member of His body is not a mouth. God has 
Himself laid it down as a general rule, and re- 
peated it twice in four verses. " Let every man 
abide in the same calling wherein he is called ; " 
and again, "Let every man, wherein he is 
called, therein abide with God." (i Cor. vii. 
20 — 24.) And I think that generally the man 
makes a great mistake, who, because he has 
become a Christian, thinks it necessary to leave 
a lawful calling and turn public preacher. For 
all this however, though a Christian is not ne- 
cessarily called upon to become a public 
preacher, — he is called upon, both by conduct 
and conversation, to try and win souls to Christ. 
The commandment is, " as we have opportu- 
nity, let us do good unto all jnen," and let no 
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man think that he cannot win souls because he 
has neither the gift nor the opportunity of ad- 
dressing large audiences. 

Wives and husbands, fathers and children, 
masters and servants — indeed every one in the 
position in life in which he is placed, has a 
special sermon written for him in the Bible, 
which God expects him to write on his heart, 
and to preach every day of his life. Let us 
take for example the one written for godless 
wives to preach when they become converted. 
"Likewise ye wives be in subjection to your 
own husbands, that if any obey not the Word, 
they also may without the Word be won by the 
conversation of the wives, while they behold 
your chaste conversation coupled with fear.** 
Look at the passage if you are a woman ; there 
is more of it than I have quoted, and God 
wrote it for your learning, (i Peter iii. i, 2.) 
But I have quoted enough to show how God 
expects wives to preach. 

The other sermons are somewhat similar, 
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and I leave each Christian to discover them for 
himself; premising in the first place that this 
preaching, which God so clearly demands from 
every man, is far more self-crucifying than 
public preaching, and in the vast majority of 
cases will do much more good. Were there a 
revival in the Churchy or in other words, if all 
who call themselves Christians would daily 
preach the sermon God has told them to preach, 
and compel men to take notice of them that 
they have been with Jesus, I believe it would 
be a more effectual preaching than much that 
has been preached lately, and quite as likely, 
to say the least of it, to lead to a revival in the 
world. 

Let none think that I mean to discourage 
public efforts; but while I would not dis- 
courage these, I would encourage those who 
have neither the gift nor opportunity for such 
efforts, to embrace the Christian's hope and the 
Christian life, in the full persuasion that in so 
doing he will not only save himself, but in God's 
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own way and measure be a glory to God, and 
a blessing to man. 

Do you really mean to say that it is because 
you think you cannot do much for God or 
man, that you will not give yourself to Jesus ? 
What do you know about how much God may 
be pleased to use you ? If you take Him, at 
all events "all things are yours, and ye are 
Christ's." (i Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23.) All His 
riches would be yours to scatter, and might 
you not expect, while endeavouring to preach 
as God has commanded, that you might, under 
God's blessing, win one soul before you died } 

One soul! Ah, dear reader, how little do 
you or I know of the value of one soul ! God 
and the devil know the value of souls. Satan 
thinks it worth while to spare a legion of his 
angels to keep one soul (Luke viii. 30) ; and 
our precious Saviour thought it worth His 
while to die for every soul that is saved. 

One soul ! Will you not think it worth your 
while to give yourself to Christ, in the hope that 
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you may afterwards save one soul ? If you give 
yourself to Him, you may from this minute 
use the Bridegroom's name, and the Bride- 
groom's riches, as the bride may use her lord's ; 
and if in scattering what you receive, you 
become the parent of a spiritual child, and 
save dhe soul, who can tell the glory you 
may bring to God, or the good you may do 
to man ? 

Abraham never had but one spiritual 
child. This may seem a strange idea to 
some, but I believe it teaches us a great 
lesson, especially not to despise the day of 
small things. 

Abraham never had but one spiritual child, 
Isaac. Isaac never had but one spiritual child, 
Jacob. Yet if God had not given each of these 
this one, — if Isaac had not been born to Abra- 
ham, and Jacob to Isaac, where would have 
been the twelve tribes of Israel ? where would 
have been the multitude that no man can 
number, and which is now like the sand which 
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is by the sea shore, innumerable ? These all 
sprang from Abraham's one spiritual child, and 
God calls them in Scripture the children of 
Abraham. In the day that God makes up His 
jewels, how do you know what a father or 
mother you may be found to have been in 
Israel, if God makes you the parent of but one 
spiritual child — if in the days of your flesh you 
save but one soul ? 

Wilt thou go with this man ? Again I ask 
you, and for about the last time. Do you really 
believe there is such a Person as Jesus ? If 
you do not, and abide in your unbelief, then 
are you without hope; for His own lips of 
truth have uttered the fearful words, " He that 
believeth not shall be damned ;" but if you say 
you believe on Him, then I ask Will you accept 
Him ? Oh brother, sister, I beseech you, do. 
What can another do for you that He cannot \ 
What can you find in another, that is not in 
Him.? 

Rank ! He is King of kings, and Lord of 
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lords. His riches are unsearchable. All power 
is given into His hands ; and let your eyes but 
once see Him by faith, and you will at once 
acknowledge that He is " fairer than the chil- 
dren of men," "the chief among ten thousand, 
and altogether lovely." I have already tried 
to tell you something of His love. I will only 
now say that it " passeth knowledge," and that 
it changeth not. It is as constant as it is in- 
comprehensible ; it is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting ; it is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. " I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee," is one of the first words He whispers, and 
He never breaks a promise. 

Think of anything you desire, and then ask 
yourself, If I accept Christ, could not He gfive 
it me } You know He could ; and if you ac- 
cept Him, nothing can prevent His giving it to 
you, if it is for your good. From the moment 
you take Him, He will with Himself, also freely 
give you all things that are good for you. There 
is only one reason that will ever make Him 
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keep anything from you, and that reason will 
be because He loves you, 

I have done. I have said what the Lord has 
enabled me, in endeavouring to commend to 
you my Master's Son. Nothing now remains, 
but that you say "Yes or No," in answer to 
God's question, — "Wilt thou go with this 
Man?" 




XII. 

a rule, 1 never preach or write 
against anything. It is not the best 
way, I think, to do good. Doubt- 
less it is necessary that the errors and 
heresies of false religionists should be exposed, 
and I believe that God has in all ages raised 
up men specially fitted for the purpose ; but 
for all that, neither argument nor denunciation 
will ever so effectually dispel error, as will the 
plain and simple preaching of the truth as it 
is in Jesus. 

There is no rule however without an excep- 
tion ; and I cannot finish this little book with- 
out breaking through my own. I must say 
a few words on a subject that has been on my 
heart for years, and one I am sure that is too 



212 Ungodly Marriages, 

little dwelt on by Christian teachers generally. 
I must press upon my readers the sin of un- 
equal, or in other words, ungodly marriages. 
The subject on which I have been treating de- 
mand it, as well as my own very strong con- 
victions. 

Every candid reader will at once know what 
I mean by unequal or ungodly marriages. I 
mean the marriages of those who profess faith 
in the Evangelical truths of the Gospel, with 
those who make no such profession. 

" And Abraham said unto his eldest servant 
of his house, that ruled over all that he had. 
Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, 
and I will make thee swear by the Lord, the 
God of heaven and the God of the earth, that 
thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites among whom I 
dwell." Well did Abraham know not only 
that these marriages were sinful, but that they 
brought down God's curse upon men; and 
though they may not have faith enough to be- 
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lieve in the curse, professing Christians in all 
ages know, and always have known, that they 
are sinful. Here however, the likeness between 
Abraham and the professor too often ceases. 
Because he knew it would displease God, 
Abraham refused to take a wife for his son 
from the daughters of the people among whom 
he dwelt ; but who can deny that multitudes 
who call themselves Christians, both marry 
and give in marriage, without even asking them- 
selves the question, Am I about to unite my- 
self, or give my child, to one who is a child of 
God? 

I said just now, that though professing Chris- 
tians know the sin of these marriages, they 
have little faith in the curse they bring ; but 
whether they have faith in it or not, in reading 
my Bible I find no sin there recorded, if we 
except the sin of our first parents, which has 
brought greater curse upon the earth, or which 
is more positively forbidden, both in the Old 
and New Testament. 
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What was the crowning sin of the old world? 
The sin that caused its cup of iniquity to over- 
flow, and for which God withdrew His Holy 
Spirit from the earth ? Let God's own Word 
answer: ^^The sons of God saw the daughters 
of men that they were fair, and they took them 
wives of all which they chose. And the Lord 
said. My Spirit shall not always strive with 
man, for thai he also is flesh : yet his days shall 
be an hundred and twenty years!* (Gen. vi. 2, 3.) 
From the time that He created him until that 
moment, God had borne with man; never 
under any provocation had He rendered him 
evil for evil, but contrariwise, blessing. But now 
He tells us that He saw ** every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally. And it repented the Lord that He had 
made man onjhe earth, and it grieved Him at 
His heart And the Lord said, I will destroy 
man whom I have created from the face of the 
earthy (Gen. vi. 5 — 7.) 

Now I do not by any means say that it was 
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for this sin alone that God withdrew from man, 
and determined to destroy him, but I do say- 
that this is the particular sin mentioned, which 
provoked G6d to declare, " My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man;" and that " always 1^ as 
regarded that generation, meant no more, God 
did not indeed immediately bring in the flood. 
Space was given for repentance. Man*s days, 
said God, shall be an hundred and twenty 
years. He sent them, moreover, a faithful 
teacher. For an hundred and twenty years 
did Noah, a preacher of righteousness, warn 
sinners of the coming judgment, and direct 
them to the ark ; but the faithful preacher never 
made a single convert. The Spirit had ceased 
to strive, and the preaching only hardened. At 
the end of the hundred and twenty years the 
flood came, and with the exception of Noah and 
his family, not one had fled to the ark. Christ 
Himself tells us that it found the people occu- 
pied precisely as they were when God said 
*' My Spirit shall not always strive with man." 
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" They were eating and drinking, marrying, 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark." (Matt xxiv. 38.) 

" The sons of God saw the daughters of men 
that they were fair, and they took them wives 
of all that they chose. And the Lord said, 
My Spirit shall not always strive with man." 
Surely such Scriptures should make those 
pause, who are tempted to take husbands and 
wives of whom they please, for who can 
tell the number, who for the same sin, have 
been left by the same Spirit } 

Once more. When God brought the chil- 
dren of Israel into the land of Canaan, what 
was His commandment, both by Moses and 
Joshua, again and again repeated.? "When 
the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the 
land, whither thou goest to possess it, and 
hast cast out many nations from before thee, 
the Hittites, and the Gergashites, and the Amo- 
rites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven na- 
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tions, greater and mightier than thou; and 
when the Lord thy God shall deliver them 
before thee .... thou shalt make no covenant 
with them .... neither shalt thou make mar- 
riages with them ; thy daughter thou shalt not 
give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou 
take unto thy son." 

Thus spake Moses: and the teaching of 
Joshua was precisely similar. On his death- 
bed he sent "for all Israel, for their elders, and 
for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers," and repeating the command, told 
the consequences of disobedience, " If ye do in 
anywise go back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even those that remain among 
you, and shall make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you : know for 
a certainty, that the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from be- 
fore you, but they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your side, and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off 
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this good land which the Lord your God hath 
gfiven you." 

Now no Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation, nor are these commands, or these judg- 
ments, applicable only to God's people of those . 
days. They broke the commandment; they 
mingled among the heathen, and learned their 
ways ; they took their daughters for their sons, 
and gave their sons to their daughters ; in the 
end they served their idols, and perished from 
oflf the land \ and the same thing spiritually, 
yet literally, is going on amongst ourselves 
every day. The so-called sons and daughters 
of God, cleave in heart to the children of this 
world. They make marriages with them, 
Satan tells them that after marriage they will 
convert their idol ; but God says conversion is 
His work, and that He will not do it " Know 
for a certainty," says God, and oh, it is strong 
language, " know for a certainty — know before 
marriage — that the Lord your God will no 
more drive out any of these nations from before 
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you." On the contrary, so fer from you con- 
verting your idol to your God, he will convert 
you to his ; and that connection, from which, if 
formed in the Lord, you might have expected, 
and got blessing, shall be a snare and a trap 
unto you. He that you put in the place of 
God, shall prove a scourge in your side, and a 
thorn in your eyes ; and unless God, according 
to the good pleasure of His Sovereign will, 
mightily interpose to save you, the consequence 
of your disobedience will be, that you will re- 
turn to God no more, but perish for ever. Oh, 
how many are there who once seemed appa- 
rently on the road to heaven, but, having 
fallen into this sin, are now as apparently on 
the road to hell. 

I believe that one of two judgments has 
almost invariably fallen on every professor of 
Christianity who has been guilty of this sin. 
Either he has lived to regret it through a life- 
time of misery, or he has made shipwreck of 
faith, and gone back to the world. Examples 
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of going back surround us on every side, and 
though the exaipples of the more merciful 
judgment may not be so outwardly apparent 
(for many an aching heart alone knoweth its 
own bitterness), yet no one need seek very far 
to find that also ; but where shall we look to 
find an example of a professing Christian, male 
or female, who having married one who made 
no such profession, was afterwards made the 
instrument of his or her conversion ? 

Aigue with a person who is about to contract 
such an engagement, and they will tell you 
what I h^ve before said Satan tells them, that 
this is just what they are going to do, — convert 
their idol after they are married. But do they ? 
Do facts prove that this often happens ? I do 
not say that it never happens. I think it pro- 
bable that it does, for God is a Sovereign, and 
converts who and how He pleases ; but I do 
tell you, that after much diligent inquiry, I have 
never been able to find a case of such conver- 
sion. In London, in Edinburgh, in Dublin, and 
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many other large places, I have preached to 
masses of people in every rank and grade of 
society; and I have earnestly requested, and 
that again and again, that any one would write 
and tell me, if they knew an instance of a pro- 
fessing Christian marrying a man or woman of 
the world, and being afterwards made the in- 
strument of their conversion; I have at the 
same time explained my reason for asking this, 
— that I was anxious to ascertain if it ever 
was the case; and if it was, what proportion 
these conversions bore to the number of such 
marriages. I never received but one answer, 
and that was to tell me that St. Aiigustine's 
mother married her husband before his con^ 
version, and afterwards converted him. Surely 
if this is the exception, the exception proves 
the rule. 

How can we expect it to be otherwise. Let 
us look at the conduct of the professor who 
makes such a marriage. He knows perfectly 
well, by the Spirit still striving in him, that he 
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is about to commit a great and deliberate sin. 
I say deliberate, because in these cases there 
are generally at least weeks, if not months for 
reflection ; and if the sin is committed, it is 
after a long period of grieving, resisting, and at 
last silencing the Holy Ghost. The Holy 
Ghost prays, — Do not this thing. And what 
is the answer made to the prayer of the 
Spirit.^ A refusal to grant it! If not with 
his lips, at least by his conduct, he replies, that 
in this matter he is determined. He knows it 
is grieving to God, and contrary to His com- 
mandments. He knows it is sin. He knows 
he cannot expect His blessing on it Still 
his mind is made up, and he is determined to 
do it. He wishes to keep Christ, but he also 
wishes to keep his idol; and, let the conse- 
quences be what they may, he says, / will not 
give up my marriage. This is virtually his 
answer to the prayer of the Holy Spirit, and 
then he does what } Oh ! can anything be con- 
ceived more horribly impious, or God-insulting? 
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He turns round, and says to God, — Oh 1 God, 
I pray Thee, after I am married convert him 
or her that I have put in Thy place, and that 
I will not g^ve up for Thee. And what does 
God say ? Exactly what He said to the Israel- 
ites, upwards of three thousand years ago : — 
" Know for a certainty that the Lord your God 
will no more drive out any of these nations 
from before you ; but they shall be snares and 
traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off 
this good land, which the Lord your God hath 
given you." 

Consider the fall of Solomon. Solomon was 
the wisest man that ever lived, and Gpd loved 
him; but he took to himself wives of the nations 
concerning which the Lord said unto the child- 
ren of Israel, — " Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto you ; and his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods'' 
(See I Kings xi.) 

What ! Solomon, he to whom God had ap- 
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peared twice, and who had been honoured to 
build the temple of the Lord, — Solomon's 
heart turned after other gods ? Yes, we have 
it on the authority of Scripture itself. Solomon 
disobeyed God in the matter of marriage, and 
God left him, for a season at least, in the power 
of his own heart's lusts. What happened } He, 
the fame of whose wisdom and piety had gone 
out to the ends of the world, became, in the 
hands[of a parcel of wicked, worldly women, not 
only one of the chief of sinners, but one of the 
greatest fools on earth. " Solomon went after 
Ashtorethy the goddess of the Zidonians, and 
after Milcom^ the abomination of the Ammo- 
nites I " (i Kings xi. 5.) 

But it is not on themselves alone that they 
who sin in the matter of these marriages bring 
evil, but on the family that God may be pleased 
to entrust to them. Who can tell the amount 
of blood-guiltiness with which that professor 
is chargeable, who for any personal reason 
whatever, gives his children a parent who is 
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not a child of God ? The children of Israel 
were the family that God had entrusted to 
Solomon, and who can calculate the evil that 
Solomon brought on Israel ? For his sin God 
rent the kingdom out of his hand ; ten tribes 
were taken from him, and given to Jeroboam, 
and Jeroboam introduced sin into Israel, "/^ 
wit^ the golden calves that were in Betliel^ and 
were in Danl' FROM WHICH SIN THEY NEVER 
DEPARTED. Jeroboam, who Solomon, by his 
sin, had made the father of these ten tribes, 
slept with his fathers, but neither his sin nor 
its consequences slumbered with him. The 
sin of Solomon planted Jeroboam in Israel, 
and Jeroboam planted sin that corrupted every 
king that succeeded him. There never was a 
good king of Israel; of the very best of them 
it is recorded—" that he did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, in that he departed not from the 
sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin." (2 Kings x. 31.) 

From the time of Jeroboam, though there 
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was occasionally a glimpse of better things in 
the land of Judah, Judah and Israel gradually 
corrupted themselves ; they mingled more and 
more among the nations, intermarried with 
them, learned their ways, and served their 
idols, until at length God fulfilled His word 
by the mouth of Joshua, and they perished 
from off that good land which the Lord their 
God had given them. It is remarkable, how- 
ever, that almost every record of increasing 
idolatry is preceded by a record of an ungodly 
marriage. Ahab introduced the worship of Baal 
into Israel, but before he did so, he married the 
daughter of the king of Zidon; and Jehoram 
introduced the worship of Baal into Judah, but 
before he did so, he married Athaliah. 

" Ahab," says the Scripture (i Kings xvi. 30), 
" the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 
Lord above all that were before him. And it 
came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for 
him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the 
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datighter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians^ and 
went and served Baal, and worshipped him." 
And Jehoram king of Judah, son of the good 
king Jehoshaphat, married Ahab's child, the 
daughter of this wicked Jezebel. 

The history of Ahab is too well known to 
need comment ; all I will say of him is, that 
he seems never to have been thoroughly given 
up to evil until stirred up by Jezebel his wife. 
But what a lesson for Christian parents is the 
history of Jehoshaphat ! His natural heart be- 
lieved this marriage to be most desirable ; pro- 
bably he thought by it to make peace between 
the two kingdoms, and bring back the ten 
tribes to worship God at Jerusalem ; but did it ? 
So far from it, the woman who in his worldly 
policy he had taken as a wife for his son, after- 
wards murdered, with the exception of the 
infant Joash, all the seed royal of the house of 
Jehoshaphat, and ^through the instrumentality 
of her husband, introduced the worship of Baal 
into Judah and Jerusalem. 
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Now look, I beseech you, dear reader, at all 
these consequences flowing out of these un- 
godly marriages. Had Solomon not contracted 
them, his wives would not have turned aside 
his heart, and he would not have built temples 
in Jerusalem to Ashtoreth and Milcom; and 
had he not built these temples, the kingdom 
would not have been rent from Solomon. 
Jeroboam then would not have reigned in 
Israel, and there would have been no golden 
calves. 

Had Ahab king of Israel not married Jezebel, 
there would have been no temple to Baal in 
Samaria ; and had the pious Jehoshaphat inter- 
posed to prevent the marriage of Jehoram, he 
would at the same time have saved the lives of 
all his family, and kept the worship of Baal 
out of Judah. These things are all recorded 
in Scripture for our learning; and if inspired 
histories were written now, we may be quite 
sure we should find that the same conduct 
which brought God's curse on His professing 
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people and their descendants in days of old, is 
bringing it still in the present day, on nations, 
on families, and on individuals. 

Where are the ten tribes now? Perished 
from off the land which the Lord their God 
had given them. Where is the tribe of Judah ? 
Perished from off the land which the Lord 
their God had given them. Doubtless they 
will both be brought back, for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it, but as yet the ten 
tribes never have been. The tribe of Judah 
was: God sent them captive to Babylon for 
seventy years, and then mercifully brought 
them back again. 

At the end of seventy years a large company 
of Jews, taking advantage of a proclamation 
made by Cyrus, returned to Jerusalem, re- 
builded and dedicated the temple, and kept 
the passover. Surely these had had a lesson. 
Having experienced both the justice and mercy 
of God, they will surely now keep His com- 
mandments, and continue according to this 
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their good beginning. So we should have 
thought: and so they did, until they were 
tempted. But then they fell, — fell again into 
sin, and that the very sin which from the days 
of Solomon to the close of the Old Testament 
history, is shown to have been at the root of 
all the wickedness of the Jews. Some pro- 
fessing Christian parents, and some professing 
Christian children, will tell you that these 
marriages are not sin ; but if this is true, then 
Ezra was not taught of God. But they are 
sin, and sin by which Satan in this our present 
day, as he has done in all ages, is destroying 
multitudes on multitudes of souls. 

Two long chapters close the Book of Ezra. 
Read them. My space will not let me do more 
than make some extracts. Ezra had just 
arrived from Babylon, his heart full of love to 
God and to his brethren ; he found the temple 
repaired, and its worship conducted with appa- 
rent piety, as we often see it in the present day, 
and doubtless his heart rejoiced within him; 
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but how was his joy turned to grief and 
mourning, when there came to him those who 
told him — "The people of Israel, and the 
priests, and the Levites, have not separated 
themselves from the people of the lands ... for 
they have taken of their daughters for them- 
selves, and for their sons : so that the holy seed 
have mingled themselves with the people of 
those lands." (Ezra ix. i, 2.) 

Now when Ezra heard this did he say it was 
no sin, or did he even in consideration of their 
having builded and dedicated the temple, and 
kept the passover, treat it as if it was what the 
world calls a venial, or light matter? Judge for 
yourself, by what he said and did. " When I 
heard this thing," says Ezra, " I rent my gar- 
ment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair 
of my head, and of my beard, and sat down 
astounded .... And at the evening sacrifice I 
arose up from my heaviness ; and having rent 
my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord 
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my God, and said, O my God, I am ashamed 
and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God ; 
for our iniquities are increased over our head, 
and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. 
Since the days of our fathers have we been in 
a great trespass unto this day ; and for our in- 
iquities have we, our kings, and our priests, 
been delivered into the hand of the kings of 
the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a 

spoil, and to confusion of face and now for 

a little space grace hath been shewed us from 
the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to 
escape . . . and g^ve us a little reviving . . . And 
now, oh our God, what shall we say after this ? 
For we have forsaken Thy commandments, 
which Thou hast commanded by Thy servants 
the prophets, saying, The land unto which ye go 
to possess it, is an unclean land . . . Now there- 
fore give not your daughters to their sons, 
neither take their daughters unto your sons . . . 
And after all that is come upon us for our evil 
deeds . . . should we again break Thy com- 
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mandments, and join in affinity with the people 
of these abominations? Oh! Lord God of 
Israel, Thou art righteous . . . behold, we are 
before Thee in our trespasses : for we cannot 
stand before Thee becatise of this'* 

It is easy to see from this prayer how deeply 
these marriages affected the holy Ezra, and 
what confession and humiliation he thought 
such sin demanded. Read the loth of Ezra, and 
you will see what action he thought necessary. 
He never rested till he made Israel put away 
his sin ; and to the shame of the chief trans- 
gressors as long as the world shall stand, he 
has handed down to us their very names. 

I believe there are but few who have any 
idea how soul-destroying is this sin; and fewer 
still, how deeply it is implanted in the natural 
heart of man. Nehemiah carries on the his- 
tory of the Jews about thirty years farther 
than Ezra, and Malachi prophesied about thirty 
years after Nehemiah. Ezra rooted the evil 
out of Judah in his day, yet in thirty years 
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after, Nehemiah found it dominant as ever. 
Nehemiah rooted it out in his day, yet in 
thirty years after it had ag^in become so 
prevalent, that by the mouth of the prophet 
Malachi, God sent to tell the Jews He would 
^ cut off ^^ the man that was guilty of it 

It is impossible to conceive stronger lan- 
guage than that of Nehemiah, "In those 
days," says he, " saw I Jews that had married 
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab ; 
and their children spake half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews* 
language, but according to the language of 
each people." (Dear reader, can anything 
more graphically represent the bastard, soul- 
destroying, God-dishonouring Christianity we 
too often see in the present day .^) "And 
I contended with them," says Nehemiah, "and 
cursed them, and smote certain of them, and 
plucked off their hair, and made them swear 
by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daugh- 
ters to their sons, nor take their daughters unto 
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your sons or for yourselves. Did not Solomon 
king of Israel sin by these things ? Yet among 
many nations was there no king like him, who 
was beloved of his God, and God made him 
king over all Israel : nevertheless, even him 
did outlandish women cause to sin. Shall we 
then hearken unto you, to do all this great 
evil, to transgress against our God in marrying 
strange wives ? " (Neh. xiii. 23 — 26.) 

In Genesis, the beginning of God's Old Tes- 
tament Word, we read — "The sons of .God 
saw the daughters of men that they were fair, 
and took them wives of whom they would. 
And the Lord said, " My Spirit shall not al- 
ways strive with man ; " in Malachi, the last 
book of God's Old Testament Word, we read — 
" An abomination is committed in Israel and 
in Jerusalem ; for Judah hath profaned the 
holiness of the Lord which he loved, and hath 
married the daughter of a strange God." And 
then follow the awful words, "The Lord will cut 
off the man that doeth this.*' (Mai. ii. 11, 12.) 
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I make no further comment, but conclude 
with the words of St Paul, to the Corinthians ; 
" Be ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers : for what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with unrighteousness ? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness ? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial ? or what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel ? And 
what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols ? for ye are the temple of the living God ; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them ; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." (2 Cor. 
vi. 14 — 18.) 

Every one is unclean who is not washed in 
the blood of Jesus ; and if you refuse to obey 
the commandment, "Be ye not unequally 
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yoked together with unbelievers/' you have no 
Scriptural warrant to expect the fulfilment of 
the promise, "Ye shall be My sons and daugh- 
ters, saith the Lord Almighty.*' 

" Oh daughter, hearken and regard, 

And do thine ear incline ; 
Likewise forget thy father's house, 

And people that are thine. 
Then of the King desired shall be 

Thy beauty vehemently ; 
Because He is thy Lord, do thou 

Him worship reverently." 

Psalm xlv. 
Scotch Metrical Version. 




XIII. 

CANNOT conclude my book without 
saying a word to the poor backslider. 
You have read all that I have said, 
and have felt there is nothing in it 
for you. The way of salvation has been ex- 
plained to you, and an offer made to you of 
Jesus ; but you long since professed to accept 
Jesus, and have long known the way of salva- 
tion. The vows of the Lord are upon you, but 
you have not kept them. The lords and the 
gods you once renounced have regained much 
of their old dominion, and you have been un- 
faithful. 

If such is anything like a true description 
of you, your case is indeed pitiable. You have 
greatly sinned. You have brought disrepute on 
the cause of God, and dishonoured the name 
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of Christ The Spirit of God has Himself de- 
clared that it would have been better for you 
not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than after you had known it to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto you. (2 
Peter ii. 21.) 

The Scripture, which calls everything by its 
true name, calls your sin adultery, — spiritual 
adultery; unfaithfulness, not to man, but to 
Christ. 

You may think little of such a sin. I have 
heard people who would turn crimson with 
shame at the very mention of the word " un- 
faithful," if applied to an earthly husband, say 
of themselves without a blush, that they had 
been very unfaithful to Christ. But are vows 
made to God to be thought less of than vows 
made to man ? Your own evil heart of unbe- 
lief, not realizing that this union is even more 
literal, in that it is more lasting than any 
earthly union, may answer this question as it 
pleases ; but how does God answer it ? In 
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His sight it is amongst the most terrible of 
all sins ; nor is there one in the whole Bible, if 
we except the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
against which such judgments are recorded. 

I do not say God will not forgive it Blessed, 
thrice blessed be His Holy name, that even this 
is amongst the "all sin," from which the blood 
of Jesus Christ can cleanse ; and if we confess 
our sin, and return to Him, He will in no wise 
cast us out ; but still we may form some idea 
of its aggravation, when, though His own God- 
like nature can forgfive it. He neither commands 
nor expects man to forgive it It is the only 
sin God does not tell man to pardon. We are 
taught to pray, — "Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive them that trespass -against us," 
and He who so taught us, tells us, — " If ye for- 
give not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses ; " but the same 
Teacher has also said, — A man may put away 
his wife for adultery. Any other trespass a- 
gainst him, God calls on man to forgive ; but 
y 
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this Hp does not ask him to forgive. He 
knows the greatness both of its insult and its 
injury, and He does not tax poor human- nature 
so far. 

And do you think that God is more jealous 
for man's honour than His own honour ? Do 
you think that He who has said man may put 
away his wife for adultery, will not put you 
away, if you commit this sin against Himself.? 
Be not deceived : you may call yourself Chris- 
tian, or any other name you please; but he 
who lives and dies with the guilt of this sin 
upon him, has no inheritance in the kingdom 
of God or of Christ 

Search yourself, dear brother or sister, lest 
you be guilty of this sin without suspecting 
it. So careless are men about the things 
of God, that many who call themselves by 
the name of Christ, and would greatly resent 
your doubting their Christianity, are.neverthe- 
less living in it to their soul's destruction. To 
whom does St James give the dreadful title of 
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adulterers and adulteresses ? To those who, 
having professed faith in the Gospel, were for 
all that living on terms of friendship with the 
world. Oh, it is strong language, but it is the 
■ truth of God: — "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God ? Whosoever therefore, will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." 
(James iv. 4.) Thus saith- the Lord, and His 
Word is truth ; therefore, so sure as this is 
truth, to call ourselves Christians and to re- 
main in friendship with the world, is to be 
the enemy of God, and an adulterer against 
Christ. This is not my teaching, but the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. I ask you, then, if 
you are guilty of such sin, will you continue 
to think lightly of it ? 

But you do not think lightly of it, you say. 
On the contrary, you think so much of it, that 
you are sure there is no hope for you. 

That you think much of it is of the Holy 
Ghost; that you think there is no hope for 
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you IS of the devil. You would not think of 
your sin at all if the devil could help it It is 
a good thought ; and if you had committed the 
unpardonable sin, and were altogether left of 
God, you would not, and could not^ have it It 
is a sign that He is still waiting to be gra- 
cious to you, and will have mercy on you if 
you will ask Him. Dare not to despair ; but 
rather " account that the longsuffering of our 
Lord is salvation ; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also, according to the wisdom given unto 
him, hath written unto you." (2 Peter iii. 15.) 

Dare not to despair, I say again ; that might 
indeed provoke God to cast you off, for it 
would be to make Him a liar, and to doubt 
the power of the blood of Christ But despair 
not ; rather arise, and once more make your 
peace with God, washing away your sins, and 
calling on the name of the Lord. 

Oh! He is a wonderful God, and ha» declared 
wonderful things of Himself. His thoughts are 
not as our thoughts, neither are His ways as 
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ours. Man cannot pardon this sin^ neither 
does God ask him ; but God Himself can, and 
will. He "hateth putting away," and says to 
those who have departed from Him, — Return ! 
(Mai. ii. 16; Jer. iii. 12.) 

Read the 14th of Hosea, and the 3rd of 
Jeremiah. In Hosea, " Oh Israel, return unto 
Me," is God's cry to His children who have 
fallen by their iniquity ; and the Holy Spirit 
not only commands such to go back to God, 
but tells them the very words they are to use, 
and the answer God will make them. And, 
oh, in the third of Jeremiah, to encourage the 
hope, and revive the faith of the fallen, what 
wonderful words have proceeded out of the 
mouth of God. 

Read it for yourself, for I will quote but a 
verse or two. It is specially addressed to back- 
sliders — adulterers and adulteresses against the 
Lord of Hosts, their Husband. ^'Thou hast 
spoken and done evil things^ as thou couldestr 
Be they what they may, this takes in all your 
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sin for you cannot have spoken and done worse 
things than you could. "Zfaw hast spoken and 
done evil things as thou couldest,yet return a- 
gain unto Me^ saith the Lord; turn, oh, back-- 
sliding children, for I am married unto your 

Christ was made Man, — ^was made sin, — ^was 
made a curse, — ^was forsaken of God that He 
might be able to offer Himself to you. It was 
love passing knowledge ! and in a day that He 
was precious to you, you accepted Him. Since 
then, you have broken your 'marriage*" vows, 
and been unfaithful. What must that love be, 
which still clings to you in spite of all, and 
now says to you, — Return } 

Reader, for the last time I ask you, — " WiLT 
THOU GO WITH THIS MAN ?" 
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J. C. Byle, reyised and corrected. Pcap. 8yo., extra 
oloth lettered. Seyen Series, each complete. With 
Frontispiece and Vignette Title. 8s. 6d. 

Questions on the Thirty-nine Articles of the United Church 
of England and Ireland. With Scripture Proofii. By 
the Bey. J. F. T. Crampton, A.B., Bector of Aughrim, 
county Qalway. Is. 6d. 

Our Father, A Word of Encouraging Bemembranoe for the 
Children of God. By the author of ** Thoughts on 
Conyersion.'* With an Introduction by the Bey. Alfred 
Hewlett, D.D.f Incumbent of Astley, near Manchester. 
Antique binding, 3s. 

Sonffs in Suffering; or, the Voice of Trust and Praise in 
Sickness and Sorrow. Collected and Arvanged by the 
Bey. W. 0. Purton, B.A., Author of ** Trust in Trial." 
F'cap 8yo., upon toned paper, and in emblematic cloth, 
88. Gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

Pleasant Sundays with my Children ; or, ** Here a Little and 
there a Little." Familiar conyersations on the Animals, 
Birds, Insects, Beptiles, Fishes, Flowers, Trees, and Pre- 
cious Stones of the Bible. By the author of ** Ethel 
Woodyille," etc. With many Illustrations. In F'cap 
8yo., extra cloth, 5s. 

Mpiseopal Vows, What Do they Mean? A Letter to the 
Lord Bishop of St. Dayid's, on his recent Endorsement 
of the alleged Infidelity of John Stuart Mill, Eeq., M.P. 
By the Bey. James Mortimer Sanger, B.A., Senior 
Curate of Swansea. Post 8y0b, 112 pp. One Shilling. 

Fmdementai Truths, Papers on important Scripture Doc- 
trines. By Charles Dallas Marston, M.A., Bector of 
Eersal, Manchester. F'oap. 8yo. Cloth Boards, Is. 6d. 

a 



WiUiam Hunt and Company^ 

Day hff Dav; on Gouiuelfl to Christians on the Details of 
Eyery Lay life. By the Rev. George Eyerard, M.A., 
Yioar of Framsden, Suffolk. With Introduction, by the 
Bey. T. Yores, M.A., Incumbent of St. Mary's, Has- 
tings. F'oap 8yo., extra cloth, 3s. ; gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 
Second edition. 

Sidings for Visitors to Workhouses and Hospitals. Intended 
cMefly for the Sick and Aged. By Louisa Twining. 
Dedicated to Mrs. Tait, the Palace, Fulham. Crown 8yo« 
Extra cloth, 5s. 

I%e Religion of Redemption, A Contribution to the Prelimi- 
naries of Christian Apology. By R. W. Monsell, B.A., 
late Pastor of the Congregational Church of Neufchatel, 
Switzerland. 1 yoL, demy 8yo., 12s. 

Baptism : its Institution, its Priyileges, and its Besponsibili- 
ties. By the Bey. J. H. Titcomb, M.A., Incumbent of 
St Stephen's, S. Lambetiu Crown 8yo. 310 pp. 5s. 

lirst Bruits unto the Lord. A Memorial of £. B., a Bible 
Woman of St. Alban's. By the Bey. Henry Smith, 
M.A., Incumbent of Christ Church, St Alban's. With 
Portrait Square 18mo. Is. 

I%e Fruits of the Spirit; together with Fragments of Chris- 
tian Etiiics. By Frederick Banr, M.A,, Minister of 
St Saviour's, Fitzroy Square. Dedicated by permis- 
sion to the Archbishop of Dublin. 2s. 6d. 

The Christian Ordinances considered in their Scriptural Sim- 
plicity, By the Bey. A« H. Synge, Incumbent of St. 
Peter's, Ipswich. F'cap 8yo. Cloth, 3s. 

The Reality and Eternity of the Future Punishment of the 
Wicked, By the Bey. W. Harrison, M.A. In tinted 
wrapper, 3d. 

The Articles^ Liturgy^ and Subscription, By P. F. O'Malley, 
Esq., Q.C. In tinted wrapper, 3d. 

The Breadth^ Freeness, and yet Exdusiveness of the Gospel 
By the Bey. Edward Hoare, M.A., Incumbent of Trinity 
Church, Tonbridge Wells. In tinted wrapper, 8d. 



28, HoUes Street, Cavendish Square. 

Sacred Odee, Original and Translated. On diyers 8ul>jeot8. 
By the Bey. £. Massie, M.A. F'oap Syo., toned paper, 
162 pp., extra cloth, Ss. 

Lancashire Needles and Thread; or, The History of Birtley 
Sewing Class. By A. £. G. F*oap 8yo. Cloth, Is. 4d. 

The Triumph of Oraee ; or, Scriptural Proofs that God will 
exempt His people from the Judgment which shall Con- 
demn the World. By the Bey. A. H. Synge, Incum- 
bent of St. Peter's, Ipswich. F'cap 8yo. Cloth 28. 6d. 

Lectures on Home Subjects, Addressed especially to the 
Working Classes. By the Key. Gordon Ualthrop, M. A., 
Incumbent of St Augustine's, Highbury New Park, 
late of Trinity Church, Cheltenham. F'cap 8yo., 2s. 6d. 

The Warnings and Encouragements of FassUm Week and 
Easter bay: in a course of Sermons. By the Bey. 
Gordon Calthrop, M.A. F*cap 8yo. Ss. 

Trust in Trial; or, Affliction and its Blessings. Idedita- 
tions, with Prayers and Hymns, for the Season of 
Sickness. By the Bey. W. 0. Purton, B.A. Is. 6d. 
Extra cloth, antique, 28. 

Storiee from Memel. Dedicated to the Young. B^ Mrs. 
Affnes de Hayilland (n^ Molesworth). With six 
Illustrations, from designs by Walter Crane. In square 
18mo., extra cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

Initial Problems in the Fhihsophy of Life; or Intellectual 
Exercises for the Family Circle. Upon toned paper, 
square 16mo., antique boards, 5s. 

Clear Shining. A Memoir of GKjrtrude Mary Acklom. By 
her Mother. With Introduction, by the author of 
•♦Memorials of Capt Hedlejr Vicars." With Portrait 
Second edition. Limp cloth, li. Extra cloth boards. 
Is. 6d. 

The Home of Poverty made Bich, A yolume of Interest. 
Specially adapted for Mother's Meetings. By Mrs. Best, 
author of *' Tracts on the Parables," etc. Second edition. 
F'cap 8yo., with Frontispiece. 2s. 6d. 



William Hunt and Company^ 

The Story of JoBwh, In verse. For children. By N. T. T. 
Poit 8yo. Fancy coyer, Is. ; limp cloth, Is. 6d. 

An Appeal to Evangelical Clergymen in Behalf of Liturgieal 
Mevieion, By Chas. Girdlestone, M.A., Bector of King- 
Bwinford, Staffordshire ; and sometime Fellow of Baliol 
College, Oxford. Demy 8yo. Is. 

Eeart-Worh Eeeential to Pereonal JReUgion, By the Bey. 
Christopher Bowen, Bector of St. Thomas', Winchester. 
Square I8mo., doth, 2s. 6d. 

Spiritual Songe, (1st and 2nd Series.) Being One Hundred 
Hymns, not to he found in the Hymn Books most com- 
monly used. Selected hy the Rev. J. C. Byle. 

Series I — Glazed wrapper, 9d. ; doth, gilt edges, Is. 
Series 2-^61azed wrapper, Is. ; cloth, Is. 4d. 

Ndaman. Twenty-one Short Chapters on the Story of 
Naaman the Syrian, j^ Charles H. Bingham, M.A., 
Incumhent of Bamsey, Huntingdonshire. 2s. 

Mary M'CleUan. A Tale for Mothers. By A. M. D. 
Dedicated to the Mothers assemhling in Hatfield Street, 
liyerpool. With Frontispiece, Is., cloth. 

WwrBe a Sero t or, Boger Milbrook's Battle in life. With 
Frontispiece. Is. 

Suggeetione for District Vieitore, An Aid upon entering on 

their Work. Limp cloth, 6d. ; paper coyer, 4d. 
Prayere for FHwUe Use, By a Lady. Limp cloth. Is. 

The Collects for the Christian Tear. With Selected Passages 
from Holy Scripture, adapted for Weekly Meditation. 
Dedicated by permission to the Lord Bishop of Litchfield. 
In two Parts. Part I. — ^from Advent to Easter Day. . 
Comprising Thirty-six Sheets. Part IL — ^Easter Day 
to Advent. Each 28. 

This work is printed on broad-sheets, in large type (half-inch letters), 
attached to rollers, for convenient nee in sick-rooms, schools, 
cottages, etc. The design is to show how closely the CoUeots in 
the Book of Common Prayer agree with the words and teaching 
of Holy Scripture. 



23, HoUes Street, Cavendish Square, 

In post ootayo, price 4s. 6d. 

The Churehmon JJhn$d, A Course of Lectures on <' The Dis« 

tinotiye Protestant Principles of the Church of England." 

SUBJECTS Am) AUTHOBS :— 

<* The Bible the True Charter of British Liberties." By the 
late Eev. Hugh Stowell, M.A. 

" Controversy a Scriptural Duty in Critical Times." By the 
Bev. J7 C. Miller, I).D., Hector of Greenwich. 

" Christ the only Priest, Altar and Sacrifice." By the Rey. 
"W. Fremantle, M.A., Rector of Claydon, Bucks. 

** The Essentials of Christian Public Worshipas laid down in 
Scripture, Defined and Exhibited." By the Bev.TT. B. Birks, M.A. 

**The Christian Minister: his True Position, and the Purpose 
of His Office described." By the Bey. W. Cadman, M.A. 

*^ The Sacraments Ordained by Christ : their Nature and Inten- 
tion Stated and Guarded." By the Bey. E. Garbett, M.A. 

« The Tendency of Extreme Ceremonialism to promote Super- 
stition, Check True Deyotion, and Dishonour the Holy Ghost." 
By the Bey. E. Bayley, B.D. 

'^ The Scriptural Means by which the True Church of Christ is 
Ordinarily Increased and Built Up." By the Bey. J. Bardsley, M.A. 

Faper$ for the Times, Crown 8yo. Limp cloth, Is. 6d. 

SUBJECTS AND AUTHOBS I— 

<* Orinnal Sin, and the Effects of Adam's Fall on Man's Posi- 
tion and Character." By the Rey. James Bardsley, M.A. 

*^ Evidences of Christianity,— how may they be best presented 
to the people with special reference to the Scepticism of the 
present day } ** By the Bev. John Richardson, M.A. 

"The Lord's Day,— its Divine Authority and Perpetual Obli- 
gation." By the Bev. W. Cadman, M.A. 

"Foreign Missions,— the measure of their Claim on the 
Church's attention." By the Bev. John Venn, M.A. 

" The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,— its True Intention, 
and Rightful Position in the Church of Christ." By the Rev. 
J. C. Ryle, B.A. 



WiUiam Hunt and Company, 

Scr^iure Truths; or, the "Way of Salvation, Bet forth in 
Words of Admonition, Counsel, and Comfort. Thirty- 
one sheets; arranged for One Month, on a roller; in 
very large type. With Introduction hy the late Rev. % 
William Manh, D.D. Twentieth Thousand. 28. 

Kand'hook to " Scripture Truths*' An adaptation of this 
Work as a large-type Manual for the bick Room and 
District Visitor. Limp cloth, is. Quarter hound, 9d. 
Ninetieth thousand. 

The BeUevet's Daily Portion, A Second Series of ** Scripture 
Truths." With Introduction hy the late Rev. William 
Marsh, D.D. Mounted on roller, 2s. 

Band-hooh to ** Believer* 9 Daily Portion** Cloth, Is. ; quarter- 
hound, 9d. 

Daily Teachings from the Words of Jesus, TJniform in design 
with "Scripture Truths." With Introduction hy the 
late Rev. W. Marsh, D.D. Lcrge type, Is. 

Hand -book to ^^ Daily Teachings,** Uniform with the 
** Hand-hook to Scripture Truths." Limp cloth, Is. 
Paper cover, 6d. 

Inured Thoughts about God and His People, Selected from 
the Psalms of David. Arranged for one Month. With 
Preface hy Miss Catherine M. Marsh. Uniform in de- 
sign with ** Daily Teachings." Price Is. 

The Gospel Plan. In easy Texts, and printed in very large 
type. Limp cloth, Is. 

The Christian Advocate and Review, Edited hy Clergymen 
of the Church of England. Puhlished Monthly. 9d. 

The Home Visitor. A Monthly Magazine of Bihle and 
Church of England Teaching. Illustrated with many 
Engravings. Edited hy the Rev. Gordon Calthrop, 
M.A. Vols. I., II., and III., cloth boards, 2s. each. 



Catalogues in detail qf TrncU and Books suitable for Parochial 
Distributioti^also on Baptism, Confirmation, and the Lord^s Supper, to 
be obtained on applieatioti to William Hunt and Company, 23, jSolles 
Street, Cavendish Square, London, W, 



